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Market fails 
on admission 
of recession 

ECONOMY Toronto’s main 
stock index fell yesterday 
as the Bank of Canada’s ac¬ 
knowledgment that the 
country is entering a reces¬ 
sion hit heavily weighted 
financial shares, while low¬ 
er oil prices weighed on 
some energy stocks. 

In a statement that 
accompanied its bigger- 
than-expected three-quar¬ 
ters of a percentage point 
interest-rate cut, the 
central bank declared for 
the first time that Canada 
is now entering a 
recession. 

The comments managed 
to sideswipe shares of 
Canadian banks and insur¬ 
ers given their close link to 
the economy, which sent 
the financial index dovm 
5.34 per cent and stripped 
it of all the gains recorded 
in the previous session. 

The slide followed the 
market’s 450-point rally on 
Monday and extended a 
pattern that has been firm¬ 
ly in place for months, 
where big gains are almost 
always followed by triple¬ 
digit losses. 

Another drag weighing 
on investor sentiment was 
ongoing Canadian political 
upheaval after Parliament 
was suspended last week 
until late January, and the 
Liberal Party choosing its 
next leader. 

The uncertainty in the 
political landscape does lit¬ 
tle to entice foreign 
investors to snap up Cana¬ 
dian equities which, along 
with most other equity 
markets, have been under 
pressure with concerns 
about a global slowdown. 
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No charges yet in 
Melvin shooting 

INVESTIGATION Police still 
haven’t laid any charges 
in last Thursday night’s 
shooting of Jimmy 
Melvin, Jr. 

After the Ridgevalley 
Road shooting, police took 
four people into custody. 
They later released three, 
and kept one man in cus¬ 
tody for a parole violation. 

The incident is believed 
to be part of a drug war 
that has led to three shoot¬ 
ings since mid-November. 

METRO HALIFAX 


Dan English, left, chief administrative officer for the Halifax Regional Municipality, and Halifax Regional Police Chief Frank Beazley 
answer questions at a technical briefing on HRM’s hiring and recruitment practices yesterday at city hall. 

Appearance of conflict’ 

Review finds concerns with polygraph handling 


PAUL MCLEOD 

paul.mcleocKametronews.ca 


Allowing off-duty police to 
run polygraph tests for the 
force may be a conflict of 
interest, say officials, but 
the controversial tests 
themselves will not 
change. 

Applicants to police and 
fire departments must un¬ 
dergo polygraph screenings 
that include embarrassing 
questions about having sex 
with animals. 

The tests were contracted 
out to Integrity Personnel 
Screening, a company 
owned by two Halifax po¬ 


lice officers. It never went 
through a public tendering 
process and many saw the 
force paying hundreds of 
thousands of dollars to off- 
duty officers as a conflict of 
interest. 

Now a review by Halifax 
chief administrative officer 
Dan English says those fears 
are warranted. 

“We are concerned with 
conflict of interest, whether 
real or perceived. In this 
case, there is the appearance 
of a conffict and we take this 
veiy seriously,” said English. 

The officers had been do¬ 
ing the job for a decade un¬ 
til uproar over the invasive 
questions broke this Octo- 


Questions remain 

• The touchy questions, how¬ 
ever, won't change. English 
said the polygraph tests were 
standard across the country 
and are necessary to weed 
out inappropriate candidates. 


her. Police Chief Frank Beaz¬ 
ley said the force broke off 
its contract with Integrity in 
October before the criti¬ 
cisms began. 

But Mayor Peter Kelly told 
Metro in November he 
moved the polygraphs in- 
house on Nov. 5, after news 
reports on the tests. 


Either way, the tests will 
be done by the police force 
until next March. Then the 
municipality will put out a 
public call for companies to 
run the screenings. 

Beazley said he will re¬ 
view the report and may 
launch a police investiga¬ 
tion into whether the con¬ 
tract was a conflict of in¬ 
terest. 

“As a result of this review, 
1 can express my full faith 
and confidence in our re¬ 
cruitment practices,” said 
English. “In terms of the 
1,200-and-some candidates, 
we’ve only had one com¬ 
plaint, so I’m not sure where 
the issue is.” 
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How green are you? 

Think you're living green? StatsCan says households were directly or indirectly responsible for almost half of Canada's greenhouse gas emissions in 2004. A third of our 
household greenhouse gas emissions came from our cars and home-heating fuel — emissions from our vehicles went up 29 per cent between 1990 and 2004. metro Halifax 




Donating holiday cheer 

Want to donate a little holiday cheer to patients at the IWK this year? 
The hospital will accept new and unwrapped toys until Dec. 18. The 
hospital suggests baby toys, stuffed animals, books, Play-Doh and 
blocks for kids, or scrapbook kits and MP3 players for teens. 

METRO HALIFAX 


$6M in hash found at port 



Canada Border Services Agency officers found 320 kilograms of 
hash in the false bottom of a marine container bound for Mon¬ 
treal in March. RCMP recently wrapped up its investigation and 
the find was made public. 


JENNIFERTAPLIN 

jennifer.taplin(a metronews.ca 


More than $6 million in 
hash was discovered in the 
false bottom of a maritime 
container in Halifax. 

Canadian Border Servic¬ 
es Agency made the discov¬ 
ery in March but held off 
on announcing it because 
the RCMP asked them to 
keep it quiet. 

Alonzo MacNeil, chief of 
marine operations for the 
CBSA, said the RCMP made 
a couple of arrests in the 
weeks after the drugs were 
discovered, but they want¬ 
ed to pursue other leads in 
the case. 

“They requested the in¬ 
formation not be made 
public until the investiga¬ 
tion was completed.” 

The drugs were destined 
for Montreal and RCMP 
there made two arrests. 


Two people were charged 
with importing a con¬ 
trolled substance and will 
face trials in 2009. 

The 320 kilograms of 
hash with a street value of 
$6.4 million was found in a 


container from Morocco 
filled with crockery and 
olive oil. 

Officers look at the 
transaction information 
for all the containers com¬ 
ing into the Halifax port 


and select which ones they 
think should be searched. 

“The X-ray noted an ab¬ 
normality in the floor of 
the crate. When the officer 
removed the floor, they 
discovered a false floor,” he 
said. 

It’s not the most sophis¬ 
ticated attempt to smuggle 
drugs into the country, 
MacNeil added. 

“If we get into our exam¬ 
ination facility, Tm pretty 
confident if there’s any¬ 
thing there, we’ll find it. 
The challenge is to pick 
the needle in the hay¬ 
stack.” 

It’s a significant find, but 
not the biggest stash of 
drugs they’ve found, Mac¬ 
Neil said. 

It’s the second seizure of 
the year in the Port of Hali¬ 
fax. The tally so far is 347 
kilograms of illegal drugs 
worth $17.4 million on the 
street. 


Everyone should pay 
for transit: Tax report 


JENNIFERTAPLIN 

jennifer.taplin(§ metronews.ca 


CITY COUNCIL Everyone 
should pay for transit — 
that’s the idea behind a 
new report on taxes. 

A report con¬ 
sidered by city 
council yesterday 
says the current 
criteria for who 
is taxed for tran¬ 
sit are “weak and 
inconsistent.” 

Right now, tax¬ 
payers within 
the urban core 
pay for transit, 
and if transit is 
installed in com¬ 
munities outside the core, 
then that community has 
to pay for that particular 
line. It doesn’t work well 
for a couple of reasons. 


First, there are about 5,000 
houses in the urban core 
that are more than a kilo¬ 
metre away from a transit 
stop. The report states 
some of those taxpayers 
feel they shouldn’t have to 
pay for transit. On the oth¬ 
er end, there are 
roughly 2,000 tax¬ 
payers outside the 
urban core who 
use transit and 
may not be paying 
for it. 

Then there are 
the smaller com¬ 
munities who 
want transit but 
can’t afford it. 
“The risk for the 
organization as a 
whole is that weaker tran¬ 
sit service will lead to 
more cars on the road and 
hence expanded road 
costs,” the report states. 


Council 

• The idea before 
council is that 
everyone in HRM 
should pay for 
MetroLink, Rural 
Express Transit and 
Ferries because 
everyone benefits 
from it. 


CAREER OPPORTUNITIES 

Regional Municipality 

The Halifax Regional Municipality is one of Atlantic Canada's largest and most diverse 
employers. We offer a wide array of Municipal Government careers, as well as short term 
employment opportunities, including positions in Administration, Community and Municipal 
Planning, Transit, Works and Transportation, Public Safety, Recreation and Waste Resource 
Management. Details about HRM and the many services we provide for our community can be 
found at our web site. 


If you are seeking employment with HRM, we invite you to consider one of the following 
opportunities:_ 

Halifax Regional Municipality 
IT Project Managers 

HRM is looking for two dedicated professionals to join our dynamic Information Technology Division as 
Project Manager, IT Professional Services (ITPS). 

These positions are responsible for the successful delivery of strategic Information, Communication, and 
Technology projects throughout HRM. 

HRM is an employer where life balance is important. Key balance components are a 7 -hour work day 
and minimal overtime requirements. Positions offer full Group Benefits package including health and 
dental and participation in the HRM pension plan upon eligibility as per pension plan rules. 

HRM is focussed on quality in both project work and IT Service Management. To this end, HRM employs 
PM methodologies based on PMBOK and is implementing the ITIL framework for Service Management. 

For a full job description and position requirements, visit the HRM web site at www.halifax.ca . 

If you have the talent, experience, and energy to bring to this position - HRM wants to talk with you 
about your future. 

Please Quote: Competition# 08-300N Closing Date: December 15,2008 


A complete list of current employment opportunities, as well as detailed job descriptions and 
application instructions are available on HRM's web site at: www.ha lifax.ca. Follow the links 
to Career Opportunities. 

As well, this information is available at the following HRM Customer Service Centres: 

Acadia School Alderney Gate Cole Harbour Place 

636 Sackville Drive 40 Alderney Gate, 2""* Floor 51 Forest Hills Parkway 

Lower Sackville, NS Dartmouth, NS 2"^ Floor, Cole Hbr., NS 


Scotia Square 
Lower Mall 
Duke & Barrington St. 
Halifax, NS 


West End Mall 
6960 Mumford Road 
Halifax, NS 


Musquodoboit Harbour 
Municipal Office Strip Mall 
East Petpeswick Road 
Halifax, NS 


The Halifax Regional Municipality is an Employment Equity Employer 
24 Hour Access - External Job Line - 490-4300 


#A435-6912 


Volunteers At a Turning Point 



Scott Congdon, left, and Bob Miller help deliver new clothing and supplies to the Metro Turning 
Point shelter last night. Around 35 volunteers visited seven homeless shelters around the HRM as 
part of the seventh annual Angels in the Night program which delivered more than $250,000 in 
goods to shelters in 11 cities across Canada. 


News in brief 


CORRECTION The Muslim com¬ 
munity is short $500,000 to fin¬ 
ish a structure on the Ummah 
Masjid mosque and communi¬ 
ty centre on Chebucto Road. 
Incorrect information ap¬ 
peared in yesterday's Metro. 

AUTO Recent statistics indicate 
auto sales are up about six per 
cent in Nova Scotia. While 
numbers vary locally, the presi¬ 
dent of the Cumberland Coun¬ 
ty Auto Dealers Association 


says sales are holding their 
own mainly because of 
customer loyalty. 

TAXES Annapolis Royal Mayor 
Phil Roberts says the town will 
take a major hit this Christmas. 
The town is poised to lose 
$735,000 in annual tax 
revenues because the value of 
the tidal power plant is being 
downgraded from $41.5 
million to $9 million at the end 
of this year. metro Halifax 


nnetri^ews.ca 

WHAT'S ONLINE TODAY 


RGad From Kennedys to 
Bidens, nepotism thrives in 
U.S. politics at metronews.ca/ 
world. 

Video Jon Stewart 
tackles Ottawa's po¬ 
litical showdown at 
metronews.ca/ 

Canada. 
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Got some food or cash you want to donate? 

Take it to the CBC building on South Park Street for CBCs annual Feed Nova Scotia Day this Friday, from 6 a.m. to 6 p.m. You can also 
donate at the Halifax Ferry Terminal from 6 a.m. to to 9 a.m. and 3 p.m. to 6 p.m. metro Halifax 
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Students could cash in on recession 


‘Any decline in prime rate is good for 
students who are currently paying back 
loans.” 

Dan Harrison 


KAMIACREELMAN 

for Metro Halifax 


Can those struggling to 
pay back student loans 
cash in on the recession? 

The Bank of Canada 
slashed its interest rate 
yesterday to the lowest 
it’s been in 50 years, and 
officially declared Canada 
in a recession. 

But this might be good 
news for those with hefty 


student loans. 

“Any decline in prime 
rate is good for students 
who are currently paying 
back loans,” said Dan 
Harrison of Nova Scotia’s 
Department of Educa¬ 
tion. 

Students could reap 
long-term benefits of 
the recession, Harrison 
said. 

With lower interest 
rates and higher educa¬ 
tion, they could strength¬ 


en the future labour force 
by filling it with skilled 
workers. 

“Loan holders are in a 
good position,” said Mari¬ 
na Adshade, an economist 
at Dalhousie University. 

Students have seen a 


drop of 2.75 per cent in 
loan interest payments 
this year. “If they were 
paying 8.75 per cent last 
January, they are paying 
six per cent now,” Ad¬ 
shade said. 

Dalhousie student Ag¬ 


nieszka Kubow, 23, thinks 
the lower interest rates 
are enticing. 

“Maybe I’ll look into 
getting a loan,” she said, 
instead of extending her 
student line of credit. 

James Wells, 20, a 
student at King’s College, 
is wary of student loans. 
“They’re almost impossi¬ 
ble to pay off,” he said. 

But with the financial 
strain the recession is put¬ 
ting on his parents, he 


may not have a choice but 
to apply. 

“1 am looking for ways 
to pay for school,” he said. 
“Maybe tree-planting.” 

Wells may be smart to 
look for a job rather than 
a loan. Money is more eas¬ 
ily flowing into than out 
of the bank these days. 

“It’s a good time to be 
paying back student 
loans,” Adshade said. 

“But it’s much harder to 
get one right now.” 


Dog-law report 
rejected before 
attack: Chief 

REPORT Westville Police 
Chief Don Hussher says 
he’s recommended a 
provincial law that would 
help control dogs, but 
his 2006 report was ig¬ 
nored. 

Hussher spoke yester¬ 
day after Stellarton police 
shot a bulldog that at¬ 
tacked two women and a 
child Monday. 

The child was taken to 
the rWK Health Centre for 
plastic surgery to fix his 
serious head and facial in¬ 
juries. 

It’s believed the child’s 
eight-year-old friend 
helped distract the dog 
long enough for the 
women to rescue him. 

Hussher said there was 
a rash of dog attacks in 
2006 in Westville, 
prompting him to write 
a report recommending 
a drastic increase in 
fines for animal infrac¬ 
tions to force owners to 
deal with their aggres¬ 
sive animals. 

He suggested cities and 
towns keep a database of 
all dogs within their 
boundaries and that “be¬ 
ware of dog” signs be 
banned. 

The report said aggres¬ 
sive dogs should be de¬ 
clared vicious, with re¬ 
strictions on their owner¬ 
ship. 

His report went to the 
Union of Nova Scotia Mu¬ 
nicipalities, he said, but 
was never adopted. 

TRANSCONTINENTAL MEDIA 
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100 candles Shopping reprieve 



Cellist Christoph Both performs with Sanctuary and the singers 
of the Togni Consort during the annual Concert of lOO Candles at 
the Cathedral Church of All Saints last night. Tickets are still avail¬ 
able for tonight’s 8 p.m. performance of contemplative 
Christmas music. 


News in brief 


FISHING If the catches hold up, 
this lobster season should be 
slightly profitable, but not sus¬ 
tainable says Rick Clattenburg, 
captain of Ace of Spades out of 
Moose Harbour in Queens Co. 
Clattenburg said last week fish¬ 
ermen in the lobster-fishing 
area that includes Queens 


County didn't tie up their boats 
because of simple economics. 
“It's affecting everybody pretty 
much the same. It's just affect¬ 
ing Yarmouth and Shelburne 
counties... more because their 
licences cost more and ... their 
payments are higher.” 

METRO HALIFAX 


O tannenbaum is secretly 
seeking its revenge... 



JENNIFERTAPLIN 

jennifer.taplin(ametronews.ca 


Sure, we cut them down 
and throw shiny things 
on them, but Christmas 
trees will have their re¬ 
venge. 

Treevenge, a 15-minute 
horror movie by local 
filmmaker Jason Eisener, 
could be Santa Claus’ 
worst nightmare. 

He said the trees get 
their revenge in the most 
brutal ways possible. 

“By throwing the stars 
on the top of their 
heads at family mem¬ 
bers,” he said, giving 
one example. 

“It’s almost in 
the style of Evil 
Dead 2, where 
there’s lots of 
violence, but 
it’s like in a 
comic book.” 

It will be 
the only 


Nova Scotian movie 
shown at this year’s Sun¬ 
dance Film Festival. The 
schedule for the January 
film fest isn’t firm yet, 
but Treevenge is expected 
to be paired with a fea¬ 
ture-length film from Nor¬ 
way called Dead Snow. 

The movie, shot in high 
definition, has a budget of 
a couple thousand dollars 
straight from Eisener and 
producer Rob 
CotterilTs 
pockets. 
Besides 
getting a 
showing 
at Sun¬ 
dance, 
Tree¬ 
venge 
has 
al¬ 


ready racked up more 
than a few accolades: 

• Audience award for best 
short film at the New 
York City Horror Film 
Fest; 

• Best local film from The 
Coast magazine; 

• Audience award for best 
hort film at Toronto After 
Dark Festival; 

• Audience award for best 
hort film at Fantasia Film 
Festival (Montreal); 

• Best editing at the At¬ 
lantic Film Festival 

• Best short film at the 
Fantastic Fest Online 
(Austin, Tex.) 

Not bad for a film Eisener 
“just banged out” while he 
was working on pre-pro¬ 
duction of his Hobo With a 
Shotgun feature film. 


Could the innocent-looking 
Christmas tree in Halifax's 
Grand Parade, left, be secretly 
plotting revenge? Let's hope 

RYAN TAPLIN/METRO HALIFAX 


Teachers want mediator for contract talks 


JENNIFERTAPLIN 

jennifer.taplin@metronews.ca 


After 17 negotiation 
sessions, the province’s 
public school teachers 
aren’t much closer to a 
contract. 

The Nova Scotia Teach¬ 
ers Union, representing 
about 10,000 teachers, said 
it’s requested a conciliator 
from the Department of 
Labour to step in. 

“Our negotiating com¬ 


mittee is of the opinion 
that significant progress 
towards a collective agree¬ 
ment cannot be made 
without the services of a 
conciliation officer,” said 
union president Alexis 
Allen in a statement yester- 
day. 

The union said there is a 
“media blackout” on the 
negotiations, so details 
regarding sticking points 
are not available to the 
public. Contract talks start¬ 
ed in April. 


“Significant 
progress... cannot 
be made without 
the services of a 
conciliation officer.” 
Alexis Allen 

Once appointed, the con¬ 
ciliation officer has 14 days 
to meet with both sides 
and will report back to the 
minister of labour. 
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Molson workers raise $7495 for United Way 

Molson has raised $ 7,195 for the United Way with its monthly Give-R fundraiser. The 
company gave the money to United Way yesterday, metro Halifax 



Arm view 
protected 


PAUL MCLEOD 

pauLmcleodQ metronews.ca 


The Halifax Harbour sight¬ 
lines have been a valuable 
tool for heritage activists 
and a thorn in the side of 
some developers. 

Yesterday, council took a 
step toward maintaining 
sightlines, but this time in 
the Northwest Arm. The 
sightlines would prevent 
anything from blocking 
certain viewpoints. 

“It’s a beautiful spot 
and to me it’s just as im¬ 


portant as protecting 
views in downtown, the 
harbour and Citadel Hill,” 
said Purcell’s Cove-Arm- 
dale Coun. Linda Mosher. 
Mosher said everything 
from pedways to signs to 
new trees could threaten 
the view. 

Mosher proposed a mo¬ 
tion to have HRM staff de¬ 
velop plans for new sight¬ 
lines for the Arm. Council 
approved the motion 
unanimously, meaning 
HRM staff will bring a re¬ 
port back to council for a 
vote. 



Coun. Linda Mosher wants to ensure that the view of the Northwest Arm, pictured here yesterday, remains unobstructed. 











WE SEE WHAT MOST DON’T 


We see the heartbreaking effects of poverty, homelessness, 

abuse and addiction every day. Last year in Canada, The Giving 

Salvation Army served 2.5 million meals to the hungry, | Hop6 

helped 10,000 people with addictions and provided one /iRT* J Tnrl ;^\7 
third of all shelter beds each night. This Christmas we ask ^ 

you to open your eyes and your heart. And give. 


Today 
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Metro Transit gets $2.5M 
to expand bus services 


“My hope being that by purchasing some 
of these vehicles and addressing some of 
the deficiencies... then we might have the 
opportunity to look at expansions of serv¬ 
ice to other areas.” 

Coun. Brad Johns 


PAUL MCLEOD 

paul.mcleodQ metronews.ca 


BUDGET HRM will see 
more and newer buses af¬ 
ter council approved an 
influx of millions of dol¬ 
lars to Metro Transit. 

Metro Transit has long 
said it needed new buses 
to deal with overload on 
off-peak hours. But they 
can’t handle more buses 
until a new bus garage is 
built. That won’t be done 
until summer 2010, but 
citizens will now see im¬ 
provements a year early. 

Yesterday, Halifax Re¬ 
gional Council approved 
$2.5 million for Metro 
Transit to replace six old 
buses with new models 
by next summer. The new 
buses can spend more 
time on the road, allow¬ 
ing for several potential 
improvements: 

• The 1 Spring Garden 
bus could run every 10 
minutes instead of 15 on 


midday weekdays. 

• The 66 Penhorn could 
go from every hour to 
every half hour on mid¬ 
day weekdays. It could al¬ 
so expand its route to 
Cobequid Terminal in the 
evenings. 

• The 20 Herring Cove 
could expand into down¬ 
town Halifax on Satur¬ 
days. 

• The 16 Parkland could 
start Saturday service. 

Council voted unani¬ 
mously for the move, say¬ 
ing it’ll allow them to 
look at expansion next. 

“My hope being that by 
purchasing some of these 
vehicles and addressing 
some of the deficiencies ... 


then we might have the 
opportunity to look at ex¬ 
pansions of service to oth¬ 
er areas,” said Middle and 
Upper Sackvile-Lucasville 
Coun. Brad Johns. 

“The Lucasville area and 
a number of other munic¬ 
ipalities in this area (are) 
looking for extensions of 
transit and aren’t able to 
do that until these defi¬ 
ciencies are met.” 

Down the road, council 
also approved more than 
$40 million in funding 
over three years for new 
buses. The budget in¬ 
cludes $16.2 million in 
2010/11, $17 million in 
2011/12 and $15.2 million 
in 2012/13. 


Nova Scotia sees highest 
rise in prison population 


CORRECTIONS Nova Scotia 
and Alberta saw the high¬ 
est increases in the num¬ 
ber of people behind bars 
awaiting trial last year, ac¬ 
cording to Statistics Cana¬ 
da. 

In total, there were 224 
people on remand in Nova 
Scotia in 2007-08, a 31 per 
cent hike from 2006-07. In 
Alberta, there were 1,666 
people awaiting trial, up 28 
per cent. 

In P.E.I., the number of 


people on remanded actu¬ 
ally dropped by 32 per 
cent. 

Nova Scotia still has the 
lowest provincial incarcera¬ 
tion rate, at 56 people per 
100,000 adults. The North¬ 
west Territories, the Yukon 
and Manitoba, have the 
highest incarceration rates. 

The number of sen¬ 
tenced youths behind bars 
went down 14 per cent last 
year in Nova Scotia. 

RACHEL BOOMER/METRO HALIFAX 


News in brief 


IMPAIRED Halifax RCMP 
charged six people with 
impaired driving last weekend. 
Two of the six were charged at 
one of 19 holiday checkpoints. 
RCMP also chased an impaired 
driver driving on the wrong side 
in Lower Sackville. 

ROBBERY A 25-year-old man 
was robbed just before 7 p.m. 
Monday by three men who as¬ 
saulted him and took his back¬ 
pack. The three suspects are be¬ 
tween 18 and 20 years old, 
about six feet tall, of medium 
build, and were wearing dark 
hoodies. metro Halifax 
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TELUS STORES 
& AUTHORIZED DEALERS 

NOVA SCOTIA 


Amherst 

Town Square Mall 

Antigonish 


A smart deal is 
coming your way. 



102B PostRd. 

Bedford 

Bedford Plaoe Mall 
Sunnyside Mall 
Bridgewater 
Bridgewater Mall 
Dartmouth 
Mio Mae Mall 
Dartmouth Crossing 
535 Portland St. 

202 Brownlow Ave., Unit C-U 
Halifax 

Bayers Lake Power Centre 
6100 Young St. 

5657 Spring Garden Rd. 

1668 Barrington St. 

740 Bedford Hwy. W 
New Glasgow 
Aberdeen Shopping Centre 
New Minas 
County Fair Mall 
Port Hawkesbury 
47 Paint St. 

Sydney 
Mayflower Mall 
Halifax Shopping Centre 
337 Welton St. 

Truro 

245 Robie St. 

Windsor 
Fort Edward Mall 
Yarmouth 
Yarmouth Mall 

NEWFCUNDLAND LABRADCR 

Carbonear 

Trinity Coneeption Square 

Clarenville 

Random Square Shopping Mall 

Corner Brook 

Corner Brook Plaza 
69 Broadway Rd. 

Gander 

Gander Mall 

Grand Falls-Windsor 

Exploits Valley Mall 

Marystown 

Peninsula Mall 

St. John’s/Mount Pearl 

Avalon Mall 

The Village Shopping Gentre 
336 Freshwater Rd. 

55 Kelsey Dr. 

35 Stavanger Dr. 


NEW BRUNSWICK 



$ 49 . 99 ' 

3G BlackBerry® CurveTM 8330 smartphone 

(3 year term) 


For $20/month, add to select voice plans: 

UNLIMITED personal email, IM, text, 

Voice Mail 10 and Call Display^ 


Get the 3G BlackBerry Curve on Canada’s largest 3G network. 


^^TELUS 

the future is friendly 


Bathurst 

Plaoe Bathurst Mall 

Campbelton 

Sugar Loaf Mall 

Edmundston 

121 rue de L’Eglise 

Fredericton 
Regent Mall 

Grand Falls 

Grand Falls Shopping Gentre 

Miramichi 

Bridgeview Plaza 

Moncton/Dieppe/Riverview 

Champlain Plane 

Wheeler Park Power Centre 

33 Mapleton Rd. 

535 Coverdale Rd. 

106-451 Paul St. 

Saint John 
Lanoaster Mall 
MoAllister Plane 
Shippigan 

242 Boul. J.D. Gauthier 
Tracadie/Sheila 
3379 rue Prinoipale 

PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND 
Charlottetown 
Charlottetown Mall 
393 University Ave. 
Summerside 
102 -475 Granville St. 


For more details on these great offers, visit your TELUS store, authorized dealer or retailer, visit telusmobility.com or call 1 -866-264-2966. 


►►FUTURE SHOP 


WAL-MART 


Phone availability and price may vary. Prices are subject to change without notice. *Available until December 25,2008. Effective net price after in-store discount at time of activation. Available for clients (new and renewal) who activate voice and data service with a combination of a voice rate plan and a data add-on totalling $35 or more on a 3 year term. TELUS 
reserves the right to modify eligible rate plans with this offer at any time without advance notice. tOffer available as an add-on to voice rate plans with a plan rate of $20 or greater on PDA smartphones (with TELUS mobile email only) and BlackBerry smartphones (with BlackBerry Internet Service only). An additional 100 will apply for each text message or attachment 
sent outside of Canada and the U.S. Premium messages are not included. Instant messaging available with Windows Live Messenger on PDA smartphones only and BlackBerry Messenger on BlackBerry smartphones only. Data used while roaming in the U.S. is charged at $8/MB. Any usage incurred through a laptop/computer will be charged at $8/MB. Cannot be 
combined with any other data plan. Web browsing and applications usage is not available on BlackBerry smartphones and is charged at pay-per-use rate of $8/MB on PDA smartphones. TELUS, the TELUS logo and the future is friendly are trademarks of TELUS Corporation. BlackBerry®, Research In Motion®, SureType® and related trademarks, names and logos 
are the orooertv of Research In Motion Limited and are reoistered and/or used in the U.S. and countries around the world. Used under license from Research In Motion Limited. Gooole and the Gooole looo are trademarks of Gooole. Inc. Yahoo is a reoistered trademark of Yahoo! Canada Co. All other trademarks are orooertv of their resoective owners. © 2008 TELUS. 
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Preventable injuries hurting children 

On average, 390 children under the age of 14 die every year from preventable injuries and 25,500 are hospitalized, according to 
Safe Kids Canada, a national child-injury prevention organization linked with the Hospital for Sick Children, torstar news service 


Canada 



Mounties to test lasers 

The RCMP said they would test 24 Tasers bought before 2006 after a me¬ 
dia investigation suggested older models of the stun gun could fire ex¬ 
cessively large electrical charges. Last week, CBC aired an investigation 
into 44 X-26 units, left, used by U.S. agencies and said independent tests 
showed four of them fired charges up to 60 per cent greater than the 
supposed maximum. All four were made before 2005. Reuters 


Path clear for Ignatieff to lead 

Rae withdraws from race, Liberal leadership could be finalized as early as today 



"As far as I’m concerned his 


leadership is entirely constitu¬ 


tional.” 


Bob Rae 


Michael Ignatieff has 
seized his long-sought 
prize — the Liberal lead¬ 
ership — raising fresh 
questions about the 
future of the opposition 
coalition that has vowed 
to defeat the minority 
Conservatives next 
month. 

The fate of the coalition 
will be among the press¬ 
ing issues facing Ignatieff 
as he prepares to take 
over the leadership of a 
party battered by cash 
woes, two lost elections 


and dismal poll numbers. 

Late yesterday, Ignatieff 
paid tribute to the two 
candidates who had 
pulled out of the race and 
hailed the party for re¬ 
sponding “quickly to 
changing circumstances 
to offer stability and lead¬ 
ership to Canadians. 

The Liberal MP for Eto- 
bicoke-Lakeshore was as¬ 
sured of the leadership 
yesterday after Bob Rae — 
the last rival candidate in 
the race — dropped out, 
conceding he didn’t have 


enough support to win in 
the party’s stripped-down 
contest that left little 
time to sign up new back¬ 
ers. 

Ignatieff, a runner-up in 
the 2006 contest that saw 
Stephane Dion elected 
party leader, could take 
over as interim leader as 


early as today. That’s 
when Liberal MPs and 
senators meet behind 
closed doors and are ex¬ 
pected to make their own 
recommendation that Ig¬ 
natieff serve as interim 
leader. 

At the same time, the 
party executive were 


planning to conduct a 
hurried “consultation” 
with riding association 
presidents and various ex- 
officio members to solicit 
their confirmation of Ig¬ 
natieff. He won’t be rati¬ 
fied as full-time leader un¬ 
til the party’s convention 
in May in Vancouver. 

Last night, the party an¬ 
nounced that consulta¬ 
tions would be completed 
by 1 p.m. EST today, clear¬ 
ing the way for the nation¬ 
al executive to announce 
Ignatieff as the interim 


leader by 2 p.m. EST. 

Rae dismissed sugges¬ 
tions that a fast-track con¬ 
test undercut Ignatieff’s 
claim on the leadership. 

“As far as I’m concerned, 
his leadership is entirely 
constitutional, legitimate 
and appropriate and no¬ 
body should think any¬ 
thing differently,” Rae said. 

Ignatieff wasn’t speak¬ 
ing publicly yesterday, 
but is expected to hold a 
news conference today af¬ 
ter the caucus meeting. 

TORSTAR NEWS SERVICE 


News in brief 


ONTARIO In the supermarket 
and even out for a stroll. Pre¬ 
mier Dalton McGuinty was 
pestered over the furor his 
government created with a 
plan to limit teen drivers to 
having no more than one teen 
passenger. That's why he gave 
in earlier this week and 
scrapped the move that was 
part of changes aimed at mak¬ 
ing Ontario roads safer for 
teens, who have higher 
accident rates. 

SURPLUS Despite a slump in 
world oil prices, the 
Newfoundland and Labrador 
government said yesterday it 
expects to finish the fiscal year 
with more than $1 billion in its 
pocket, CBC News Online 


reports. Finance Minister 
Jerome Kennedy, however, laid 
out a set of dire warnings to 
accompany a fiscal update that 
projects a $i. 27 -billion surplus 
for the current operating year. 

ECONOMY The Canadian econ¬ 
omy will get a solid boost from 
yesterday's Bank of Canada 
rate cut, but fiscal stimulus will 
also be needed. Prime Minister 
Stephen Harper said. “We 
don't need probably as much 
stimulus as the United States 
thinks it needs, but we're go¬ 
ing to need a significant stimu¬ 
lus package and obviously to 
address some particular 
sectoral challenges as well,'' 
Harper told CBC Television. 

METRO NEWS SERVICES 



Experience 

■^Ireland 

Without 
The Airfare 


A hungry feelin 
came o’er me stealin 
and the old triangle, 
went jingle, jangle, 
all along the banks 
of the Royal Canal. 

- Brendan Behan 


Our three-room concept: The Snug, The Pourhouse and Tigh An Cheoil (house of 
music), is ideally suited to our belief in the three most important ingredients of a 
memorable occasion: food for the body, drink for the spirit and music for the soul. 

LIVE MUSIC 7 NIGHTS A WEEK - NO COVER CHARGE 

The Old Triangle Irish Alehouse 


5136 Prince St., Halifax Tel: (902) 492-4900 www.oldtriangle.com 


Sale on Dec. 15 k - Dec. 201" 



QfflaDD 

Oa]g0DCBCl 



QfflaDD 

ODQgQQXBd 


#B1AGK& 


a\del.ta: 


DRV/iliii I porter^crbieI Adelta 

■ MACHINERY 


PORIERfCHBLE^ 

453-5090 

BURNSIDE INDUSTRIAL PARK. 
100ILSLEY AVENUE 



Mourning Ted Rogers funeral 


Loretta Rogers, centre, and family members watch as the casket of her late husband Ted Rogers, 
president and CEO of Rogers Communications, leaves the church following funeral services in 
Toronto, yesterday. Rogers was 75 when he died Dec. 2 . 


Welfare not meeting basic needs: Report 


SUPPORT Welfare incomes 
in Canada are increasingly 
inadequate to meet basic 
needs, according to a re¬ 
port to be released today in 
Toronto, with Ontario see¬ 
ing the harshest loss over 
the past two decades. 

In 2007-dollar terms in 
Ontario, between 1992 and 
2007, a lone parent’s wel¬ 
fare declined by almost 
$5,500 (from $21,931) and 


a couple with two children 
saw a loss of almost $8,150 
(from $29,207), says the re¬ 
port. 

“When we do not grant 
even the basics needed for 
survival, how then can we 
honestly criticize the recip¬ 
ients of such assistance for 
lack of effort or decry be¬ 
haviours that offer relief 
from such a miserable exis¬ 
tence?” says the National 


Council of Welfare report. 

Payouts for most of 
Canada’s 1.7 million 
adults and children on 
welfare have dropped dra¬ 
matically over the past 20 
years and fall well below 
the poverty line, says the 
report, which looked at 
provincial and federal as¬ 
sistance for those on wel¬ 
fare from 1986 to 2007. 

TORSTAR NEWS SERVICE 


America's 
Most Wanted 
nabbed 
in Calgary 

KRISTA SYLVESTER 

Metro Canada 


ARREST A convicted child 
molester of America’s Most 
Wanted television notoriety 
has been arrested in Cal- 
gaiy- 

The Fugitive Apprehen¬ 
sion Detail (FAD) received a 
tip from U.S. marshalls and 
yesterday arrested 49-year- 
old Steven Andrew Hayes 
on a downtown construc¬ 
tion site. 

“It’s always good to get an 
offender of this nature off of 
the streets,” FAD Sgt. Tony 
Manning 
said. 

Hayes 
appeared 
on the 
show 
America’s 
Most 


"It’s always 
good to 
get an 
offender of 
this nature 
Wanted af- off of the 
streets.” 


Manning 


ter he filed 
Lewisville, 

Tex., in Sgt. Tony 
2005 

where he 
was want¬ 
ed for aggravated sexual as¬ 
sault of a child. He was con¬ 
victed of sexually assaulting 
another young girl in 1997. 

“We knew he worked in 
construction and was doing 
general labour where we 
found him,” Manning said. 

Police believe Hayes was 
using documents that 
didn’t belong to him in or¬ 
der to obtain a job and get 
paid including a social in¬ 
surance number. 
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Bush wants Mugabe to step down 

The African Union rejected tougher action against Zimbabwe yesterday, while U.S. Presi¬ 
dent George W. Bush joined calls for President Robert Mugabe to step down. Reuters 




Greek rioters 
target parliament 

Opposition calls for government to quit 


Riot police battled protest¬ 
ers outside Greece’s parlia¬ 
ment and in Athens 
suburbs yesterday, while 
opposition socialists called 
for the conservative 
government to quit in 
order to end the worst civil 
unrest in decades. 

Rows of riot police 
squared off with demon¬ 
strators for more than an 
hour outside the parlia¬ 
ment building before firing 
tear gas to disperse the 
crowd in fresh violence 
triggered by the shooting of 
a 15-year-old boy by police. 

Bands of young protest¬ 
ers regrouped and threw 
stones at police, chanting: 


Emergency talks 

• Prime Minister Costas 
Karamanlis, whose New 
Democracy party has a one- 
seat majority, held emer¬ 
gency talks with the presi¬ 
dent and opposition leaders 
to urge them to close ranks 
against the rioters. 

“Let parliament burn!” 

On the fourth day of vio¬ 
lence, protests spread to 
the Athens suburbs after 
the funeral of the boy, 
Alexandros Grigoropoulos, 
whose killing on Saturday 
triggered Greece’s worst ri¬ 
ots in decades, fanned by 


discontent over govern¬ 
ment and a slowing econo¬ 
my. 

More than 5,000 people 
clad in black gathered at 
the cemetery, many chanti¬ 
ng: “Cops, Pigs, Murderers!” 
As the boy’s flower-covered 
white coffin was being 
buried, protesters clashed 
with police outside and one 
officer fired shots in the air 
to disperse an angiy crowd. 

His killing touched a raw 
nerve among young 
Greeks, outraged at years of 
political scandals and rising 
levels of poverty and unem¬ 
ployment, worsened by the 
global economic downturn. 

REUTERS 


India Muslims celebrate Eid al-Adha 



Indian Muslims pray together to mark Eid al-Adha on a busy road in Mumbai yesterday. Muslims 
around the world celebrate Eid al-Adha to mark the end of the hajj. 


Women happier sex: poll 


News in brief 


PAKISTAN U.S. President 
George W. Bush said yesterday 
the United States has made it 
clear to Pakistan that it will do 
whatever is necessary to protect 
American soldiers and civilians. 
Tensions have cropped up be¬ 
tween the U.S. and Pakistan 
over U.S. drone strikes in 
pursuit of militants in the bor¬ 
der region with Afghanistan. 

ARREST Illinois Gov. Rod Blago- 
jevich was arrested yesterday 
on corruption charges, includ¬ 
ing that he tried to sell the U.S. 
Senate seat vacated by fellow 
Democrat and president-elect 
Barack Obama. Reuters 


STUDY Men are happier with 
money, while women find 
greater joy in friendships 
and relationships with their 
children, co-workers and 
bosses, a new global survey 
reveals. 

The online survey of 
28,153 people in more than 
51 countries by global mar¬ 
keting and information 
firm Nielsen found that as 
the world grapples with a 
recession and financial mar¬ 
kets remain volatile, many 
people are reminding them¬ 
selves that money can’t buy 
happiness. 

The Nielsen happiness 


study found that globally, 
women are happier than 
men in 48 of the 51 coun¬ 
tries surveyed in April 2008, 
and only in Brazil, South 
Africa and Vietnam were 
men found to be happier 
than women. 

“Because they are happier 
with non-economic factors, 
women’s happiness is more 
recession-proof which 
might explain why women 
around the world are hap¬ 
pier in general than men 
are,” Nielsen vice-president 
of consumer research Bruce 
Paul said in a statement. 

REUTERS 


Join Over 100,000 Satisfied 
Customeis Today! 
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y GUARANTEE V. 

The Lowest Long 
Distance Rates 
For Life! 

If you EVER find a lower 
rate, we GUARANTEE to 
beat it! 


comwave 




Unlimited Calling 
To Anywhere In Canada 

Starting this Holiday season, make unlimited calls to your 
friends and family all across Canada for a flat fee of only $5 
a month. You can even call from your cell phone! 


No Matter Where You Call, No Matter What You Pay, 
Comwave Will Beat It... Guaranteed! 


(© Pakistan. 

.5.9C C Egypt. 

.14.9C 

^ Philippines.... 

... 11.9C ^Guyana. 

.29.9C 

O Saudi Arabia. 

..:?!’.3.9C India. 

.6.9C 

^ Sri Lanka. 

... 11.9C O Nepal. 

.7.9C 

^ Afghanistan., 

24 9 C ® Haiti. 

.16.9C 

^ Bangladesh.., 

,...''fr.3.9C ® Mexico. 

.2.9C 

Cuba. 

85 C ® Honduras. 

.15.9C 

^ Ecuador. 

12 9C ©Chile . 

.2.9C 


Call Long Distance Even From Your Cell Phone 

No need to cancel your service provider. 

^$10 Free Long Distance for every friend 
No Contracts 




Call Now And Get 

Free Long Distance To 
Anywhere In The World 


525 


A 


comwave 

comwave.ca 


1 - 866 - 519-8090 

Comwave guarantees to match or beat your rate today and forever. Rate Guarantee is based on competitors' lowest advertised rate or written quote for tike services. Terms and conditions apply. Please 
see www.comwave.ca for full details.' The S2S coupon will be mailed and must be returned for credit to be applied to account. 1 year term required. 
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Comment & Views 


Let’s retire the Queen 

Canada needs to grow up and end an outdated practice 


Paul 

Sullivan 

Kii 

Journalist & medi 

a consultant 



r ith apolo¬ 
gies to Paul 
McCartney 
Her 

Majesty’s a 
pretty nice girl, but why is 
she running my country? 

As I’ve watched the re¬ 
markable events of the past 
week unfold, the most re¬ 
markable was the spectacle 
of Stephen Harper, hat in 
hand, tugging his forelock 
in the general direction of 
Michaelle Jean, Mrs. Wind¬ 
sor’s representative in Ot¬ 
tawa. 

You’re familiar with Mrs. 
Windsor? That nice old lady 
in London with the corgis 
and the celebrity grandchil¬ 
dren? Her Majesty? 

There hasn’t been a lot of 
talk about the suitability of 
that exchange; I guess be¬ 
cause most of us are re¬ 
lieved that Ms. Jean, a for¬ 
mer Radio-Canada reporter 
with not one iota of experi¬ 
ence in governance, just 


granted the prime minis¬ 
ter’s wish, and Her 
Majesty’s Loyal Opposition 
doesn’t get to run the coun¬ 
try, at least not yet. 

But why do Mrs. Windsor 
and her envoy still run the 
country? Until last week, 
they have been little more 
than glorified lawn orna¬ 
ments. Inviting them to 
your charity garden party 
adds instant class. But what 
if Ms. Jean, who probably 
doesn’t like Mr. Harper any 
more than Mr. Harper likes 
her, had decided to give the 
reins of power to Stephane 
Dion and the balance of 
power to Chief Blochead 
Gilles Duceppe? 

For one 
thing, we’d 
hear a lot 
more 

squawking 

about how it’s time ' ^ 
to end this outdated 
ridiculous 
servience 
Prince 
Charles’ 

Mom. In¬ 
stead, a 
grateful ^ 
nation 
has de¬ 
cided to 
put 
aside 


any qualms 

about Ms. We should send Ms. 
citizenship, Radio-Canada, tell 


Windsor’s en¬ 
voy. Mrs. 


her rumoured lyi^s. Windsor that 

leanings, her ^ * *1^0 tO retire aS 
absurd ap- the Queen of 

pointment as Canada, thanks for 

the Queen s . 

representa the memones. 

tive, never 
mind the in¬ 
nate, fundamental absurdi¬ 
ty of the Queen herself 
So what happens in Janu¬ 
ary if Her Majesty’s Loyal 
Etc. try to stick it to 
Stephen one more time? 

Back he goes, grip¬ 
ping his forelock, 
to visit Ms. Jean, 
and she informs 
him that “we 
are not 
amused,” 
and turns the 
government over 
to Michael or 
Rae and 
their lit¬ 
tle dog 
Jack? 

She can 
do that! 

She’s 
Mrs. 



Windsor runs 
the countiy! 

I simply 
can’t believe 
we’re still let¬ 
ting this hap¬ 
pen. Here’s 
what we need 
to do: Imme¬ 
diately, as a 
nation, we 
should grow 
up. 

Then, we should send Ms. 
Jean back to Radio-Canada, 
tell Mrs. Windsor that it’s 
time to retire as the Queen 
of Canada, thanks for the 
memories. Then we elect a 
president at large (as every¬ 
one mistakenly believes 
they vote for the prime 
minister anyway), while 
preserving the parliamen¬ 
tary democracy that we’ve 
come to know and love. 

We do this through pro¬ 
portional representation, 
so we get the parties and 
the policies we want exact¬ 
ly in proportion to the pop¬ 
ular vote. Now that’s 
democracy. 

And Cod Save Mrs. Wind¬ 
sor for another day. 

Paul Sullivan is a Vancouver-based journalist 

and owner of Sullivan Media Consulting. 


Word on the street: What’s the best holiday gift you’ve ever received? 


Robert 

Panahi 

age 24, 
Halifax 

A: Nintendo 
Wii! 


Sophie 
Thapa 

age 19, 
Bermuda 

A: The newspa¬ 
per ran a picture 
of my church 
group with a 
premature baby 

would live. 


K 


Timoth 
Thibau 

age 19, 

Cole Harbour 

A: I would have 
to say my electric 
guitar. 


Terence 

Doerksen 

age 30, 
Edmonton 

A: I got these 
two big castles 
as a kid and I 
spent all Christ¬ 
mas with my dad 
putting every¬ 
thing together. 


Valerie 

Nolet 

age 21, 

Ottawa 

A: My car. I got it 
from my parents. 
They paid for 
half and I paid 
for the other half 
of it. 


Jen 

Seymour 

age 21, 

Abbotsford, B.C. 

A: An engage¬ 
ment ring. We 
were in Whistler 
on Christmas Eve 
in a chocolate 
shop and it was 
snowing. 




Letters 


Thank goodness for women’s 
voices on politics _ 


Until recently, it was un¬ 
usual to see women writing 
in the Comments section 
under regional and nation¬ 
al media print and online 
political stories. That has 
changed, and now we see 
some thoughtful com¬ 
ments from women in 
among mostly male com¬ 
ments. I say thank good¬ 
ness. It’s about time that 
women spoke up — after 
all, they are about 50 per 
cent of eligible voters. 

Too many women stayed 
away from the polls this 
last October election — I 
don’t expect that to happen 
in those numbers next elec¬ 
tion as women realize they 
can make a difference. 

DON WILSON, MASSTOWN, N.S. 

Election worth the price tag 

At this point, the Liberal- 
NDP coalition will tiy to 
take power, almost certain¬ 
ly no matter what, on the 
principle that they can. 
There is no attempts to en¬ 
gage in dialogue with the 
Tories, no attempt to com¬ 
promise. 

If this is allowed to pro¬ 
ceed, eveiy election which 
fails to give one party a 
majority will become a 
free-for-all, as all the 
parties try to form 


coalitions. 

Let’s go to the polls and 
let the people have their 
say — Toiy or a Liberal- 
NDP-Bloc government. The 
cost of another election is 
small for getting a govern¬ 
ment which eveiyone will 
agree was actually elected 
by the people. 

DAMIAN KANAREK, TORONTO 

MPs proroguing pay? _ 

As a gesture to help the 
economy, will the members 
of Parliament be prorogu¬ 
ing their salaries during 
their extended leave of ab¬ 
sence? 

BERNIE MERRETT, TORONTO 

Kudos to editorial cartoonist 

I have particularly enjoyed 
the small editorial cartoons 
in Metro. 

Editorial cartoonists have 
a unique talent of highlight¬ 
ing the crux of the issue and 
giving readers a better ap¬ 
preciation and understand¬ 
ing of the issue. Michael de 
Adder’s cartoons are clean 
and not cluttered. I put him 
in the class of Aislin (Mon¬ 
treal Gazette), Norris and 
Peterson. His cartoons are 
an invaluable addition to 
Metro and provide interest¬ 
ing and stimulating inclu¬ 
sion in our household. 

Keep up the good work. 

FRANKLIN CHOW, OTTAWA 


It’s your turn to tell others what you think. E-mail your thoughts and opinions to: halifaxletters@metronews.ca 

Letters must include sender’s full name, address and phone number - street name and phone numbers will NOT be published. We reserve the right to edit letters. 
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Presents you can 
open all year. 



STAR ALLIANCE 


Save up to 50% when you fly between January 1 and November 30,2009. 

Book now and get up to 50% off North American destinations and up to 20% off International and Sun destinations. 


Canada: one-way Tango fares from Halifax. Travel must be completed by November 30, 2009. 


ST.JOHN'S, NL 

TORONTO 

DEER LAKE MONTREAL 

OTTAWA 

WINNIPEG 

CALGARY 

EDMONTON 

VANCOUVER 

VICTORIA 

$99 

$109 

$120 $124 

$194 

$209 

$239 

$244 


USA: ONE-WAY Tango Plus fares from Halifax. Travel must be completed by November 30, 2009. 


RALEIGH-DURHAM NEW YORK 


ATLANTA 


BOSTON 


ORLANDO 


SAN FRANCISCO 


LAS VEGAS 


MAUI 


$136 $143 $150 $150 $190 $200 $223 $396 

No fuel surcharge on flights within Canada and to and from the U.S. + Two free checked bags on all flights 



Sun: ONE-WAY fares from Halifax, for travel as indicated below. 


NASSAU 

JAN. 1, 2009-NOV. 30, 2009 

$209 

MONTEGO BAY 

JAN. 1, 2009-NOV. 30, 2009 

$259 

ST. LUCIA 

JAN. 1, 2009-NOV. 30, 2009 

$289 

BERMUDA 

JAN. 1,2009-NOV. 30,2009 

$300 

BARBADOS 

JAN. 1,2009-NOV. 30,2009 

$315 

CARACAS 

JAN. 1, 2009-NOV. 30, 2009 

$324 

MEXICO CITY 

JAN. 1, 2009-NOV. 30, 2009 

$350 

GRAND CAYMAN 

JAN. 8-26, 2009 

MARCH 15-30, 2009 

$439 


International: Fares are EACH WAY from Halifax and require ROUND-TRIP purchase. Departure 

dates as indicated below. 


LONDON HEATHROW 

JAN. 1, 2009-APRIL 30, 2009 

$199 

PARIS 

JAN. 1, 2009-MAY 14, 2009 

$320 

MUNICH' 

FRANKFURT' 

JAN. 1,2009-MAY 14,2009 

$337 

ZURICH 

JAN. 1,2009-APRIL 30, 2009 

$340 

SAO PAULO 

JAN. 1, 2009-JUNE 19,2009 

$365 

SANTIAGO 

JAN. 6, 2009-MARCH 31, 2009 

$396 

HONG KONG 

JAN. 1,2009-MAY 24,2009 

$674 

SYDNEY, AU 

FEB. 16, 2009-MARCH 31,2009 

$839 


Fares displayed do not include fuel surcharge of $45-$226 each way on Sun and International routes. Select Sun routes do not have a fuel surcharge. 


These are Just some of our amazing sale fares to destinations around the world. Check out more Sun and International sale fares for travel 
right up to November 30, 2009. 

Find your freedom online or by calling your travel agent. You can also call us at 1-888-247-2262. 

Offer ends December 22,2008. 
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AIR CANADA 
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aircanada.com 

The freedom to fly your own way 


A ticket purchased through Air Canada Reservations will cost $25 more per person, up to a maximum of $100 per booking (non-refundable, taxes additional). Hearing-impaired (TTY): 1-800-361-8071. Hotel, car rental and destination services are provided by leading industry travel parties through WWTMS. Tickets must be 
purchased by December 22, 2008. Fares displayed do not include insurance and NAV CANADA surcharges, taxes, fees, and other charges. Tickets are 100% non-refundable. Fares valid at time of printing and apply to new bookings only. Seats are limited and subject to availability. Day-of-week, time-of-day restrictions may apply. Fares may 
vary depending on date of departure and return. Minimum/maximum stay and other conditions may apply. Unless otherwise specified, flights may be operated by Air Canada, Air Canada Jazz™, Star Alliance™ member United Airlines or United Express carriers (SkyWest Airlines, Chautauqua Airlines, Shuttle America, Trans States Airlines, 
Gojet Airlines or Mesa Airlines). Canadian destinations: Fares already include the discount. Such discount level is calculated based on standing Tango fares but excludes any special or already discounted Tango fares. Fares indicated are one way. Travel must be completed by November 30, 2009. Purchase in advance of travel may apply. 
U.S. destinations: Fares already include the discount. Such discount level is calculated based on standing Tango Plus fares but excludes any special or already discounted Tango Plus fares. Fares indicated are one way. Travel must be completed by November 30,2009. A 7-day advance purchase is required. Sun destinations: Fares already include 
the discount. Such discount level is calculated based on standing Leisure fares but excludes any special or already discounted Leisure fares. Fares indicated are one way. Travel must occur within the dates indicated above. Fares are subject to government approval. Purchase in advance of travel may apply. Fuel surcharges vary depending 
on itinerary. Fuel surcharge does not apply to select Sun destinations. International destinations: Fares already include the discount. Such discount level is calculated based on standing Leisure fares but excludes any special or already discounted Leisure fares. Fares indicated are each way and must be purchased on a round-trip basis. 
Last departure dates as indicated. Fares are subject to government approval. Purchase in advance of travel may apply. Fuel surcharges vary depending on itinerary. In cooperation with Star Alliance™ member Lufthansa. ™Air Canada Jazz is a trademark of Air Canada. 
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Banks pass on only part of rate cut 

Despite a deep 0.75 per cent rate by the Bank of Canada, chartered banks passed along only part of the cut. TD Bank said it 
would drop its prime rate 0.5 per cent to 3*5 per cent. CIBC, Royal Bank, BMO and Scotiabank followed with equal cuts. Reuters 
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Bank of Canada 
slashes interest 
rate by 0.75% 


Economy It’s a ‘bare’ market 



A store going out of business is seen in the Queens borough of New York yesterday. Despite 
gloomy government data showing half a million jobs were lost in November and drops in retail 
sales of more than 10 per cent at some stores, U.S stocks jumped recently as investors bet that a 
steep drop in oil prices will boost consumer spending and lift retail stocks. 


Downturn expected to 
flatten telecom profits 


Canada’s central bank cut 
its benchmark interest 
rate yesterday more 
aggressively than most 
economists had expected, 
bringing it to its lowest 
level in 50 years and 
declaring for the first time 
that the Canadian econo¬ 
my is in recession. 

The Bank of Canada, in a 
statement released before 
the stock market opened, 
said it was lowering its 
overnight target rate by 
three-quarters of a percent¬ 
age point to 1.5 per cent, 
the lowest it has been 
since 1958. 

In explaining its deci¬ 
sion, the central bank said 
the world economic out¬ 
look had worsened in re¬ 
cent months. It now ex¬ 
pects a “broader and deep¬ 
er” global downturn than 
previously anticipated and 
sees the weakness taking 
its toll on Canada. 

“While Canada’s econo- 


ENERGY Economic turmoil 
and skidding oil prices 
have yet to cause Canadian 
oil companies to resort to 
large-scale job cuts, but 
harder measures will be 
coming if the industry’s 
prospects don’t improve. 

Though struggling with 
low oil and natural gas 
prices and stubbornly high 
costs for big projects, oil 
producers and oilsands de¬ 
velopers have so far shied 
away from cutting staff. 

Some are expecting oil 


“Canada’s economy 
... is now entering a 
recession as a result 
of the weakness in 
global economic ac¬ 
tivity.” 

Bank of Canada 

my evolved largely as ex¬ 
pected during the summer 
and early autumn, it is 
now entering a recession 
as a result of the weakness 
in global economic activi¬ 
ty,” the bank said in a 
statement. 

It was the first clear ad¬ 
mission by the bank that 
Canada is joining most ma¬ 
jor economies in sliding in¬ 
to recession, typically de¬ 
fined as two consecutive 
quarters of contraction, al¬ 
though Gov. Mark Carney 
had hinted at it last 

month. REUTERS 


prices, which have fallen 
more than $100 a barrel 
from the record peak in Ju¬ 
ly, to recover. Others are 
leery of pushing skilled, 
seasoned employees out 
the door. 

The job picture is more 
fragile at the small produc¬ 
ers that depend on capital 
markets and bank credit 
lines to raise money for 
drilling and expansion, 
and analysts say smaller 
outfits are starting to feel 
the heat. reuters 


TELECOM Profits for the tele¬ 
com industry will become 
flatter in the face of a wors¬ 
ening economy and new 
competition in the wire¬ 
less market, according to a 
forecast by the Conference 
Board of Canada. 

The outlook forecast an¬ 
nual combined profits of 
about $7 billion between 
2008 and 2011. 

The board had calculated 
that industry profits for 
2006 and 2007 were $5.6 
billion and $6.5 billion, re¬ 
spectively. 

Analysts have long 
warned that the compa¬ 
nies’ historically fat wire¬ 
less margins could come 


under pressure as new 
wireless entrants drive 
down service prices. 

Though demand for 
wireless is driving growth, 
“profit levels will remain 
flat over the next few 
years, due to fierce price 
competition, and a slow¬ 
down in demand growth 
due to the economic slow¬ 
down.” REUTERS 


BCE’s role 

• Another industry woe is 
the BCE buyout, the biggest 
leveraged buyout in the 
world, which was derailed 
after KPMG said the deal 
would leave BCE insolvent. 


Pressure’s on to 
follow U.S. lead 

AUTOS An agreement on a 
U.S. aid package for the 
auto sector would turn up 
the heat on Canada to 
bring forward its own sup¬ 
port plan, Ontario Premier 
Dalton McGuinty said yes¬ 
terday. 

“1 expect that if 
Washington comes 
forward with an interim 
support package ... there 
will be a heightened pres¬ 
sure on us to respond with 
an interim package as 
well,” he told reporters. 

The White House said it 
was making progress in 
negotiations with 
Congress on a $ 15-billion 
US rescue package for 
Ford, General Motors and 
Chrysler. reuters 


THE 

DAI LY 

BUSINESS BUZZ 

Bonnet Lake upgrades: 

National Defence and Atlantic 
Gateway Minister Peter MacKay 
and Keith Ashfield, Minister of State 
for ACOA, yesterday announced a 
federal investment of more than 
$30,000 for upgrades and enhance¬ 
ments to the Bonnet Lake coastal 
barrens wilderness protected area 
and former Royal Canadian Air 
Force Radar site, including a rest 
area, signage and interpretative 
panels depicting local World War II 
history and information. 

Bonnet Lake upgrades: 

Atlantic Premiers met Monday in 
Summerside, P.E.I. to discuss the 
need for increased and accelerated 
infrastructure funding from aU lev¬ 
els of government in light of the 
global economic slowdown. They 
stressed the role of transportation 
infrastructure in stimulating the 
economy. 

Not ready for pandemics: 

Even though more than 80 per cent 
of Canadian companies with 500-1- 
employees are concerned about the 
impact of a flu pandemic on their 
business, half of them have no pan¬ 
demic plan. According to the results 
of a national survey released today, 
one third of aU companies are not 
even thinking about pandemic 
planning. Of those Canadian busi¬ 
nesses that have attempted to proj¬ 
ect employee absenteeism, they 
estimate an average absentee level of 
36 per cent during an outbreak. 

Bonnet Lake upgrades: 

Canadian employers expect a mild 
hiring climate for the January to 
March period of 2009, with 16 per 
cent expecting to increase their pay¬ 
rolls in the first quarter of 2009, 
while 9 per cent anticipate cutbacks, 
for a net employment outlook of 
seven per cent. Almost 75 per cent 
expect no change and 3 per cent are 
unsure of their staffing intentions 
for the upcoming quarter. 


Get the full stories delivered to 
your inbox every morning 
by signing up for the 

Daily Business Buzz 

www.nsbj.ca 


Oil firms wait on job cuts 



The Best Halifax has to Offer 


Metro News and Kool 96.5 want YOU to 
weigh in on the city's coolest places to eat, 
party, shop - you name it! 

Go to metronews.ca or koolgSsfm.ca to register 
your choice for this month’s category: 

Metro’s Koolest Hair Salon! 

One lucky player will win a prize pack valued at over $100! 


metr 


i 


Do it daily. 

^^96.5 FM 


Ski-Doo maker to 
cut jobs, output 

JOB CUTS Bombardier 
Recreational Products Inc, 
the maker of Ski-Doo 
snowmobiles that was 
spun off from Bombardier 
Inc. in 2003, said yesterday 
it would cut nearly 1,000 
jobs and slash production 
by 20 per cent worldwide 
because of the global eco¬ 
nomic slump. 

The Quebec-based com¬ 
pany said 550 white-collar 
jobs will be cut, and 430 
blue-collar employees will 
be temporary laid off in 
the fourth quarter, reuters 


Business in brief 


ENERGY Indian state-run Oil 
and Natural Gas Corp. 
reluctantly went ahead with its 
high-priced bid for Russia- 
focused oil company Imperial 
Energy yesterday after losing 
its appeal to delay the process. 
Shares in Imperial closed up i 8 
per cent at 1,005 pence, 
although they are still below 
ONGC's bid price of 1,250 
pence a share. 

The deal now hinges on 
whether ONGC's condition that 
it must receive 90 per cent ac¬ 
ceptances is fulfilled during the 
offer period. 

Imperial said yesterday it 


strongly recommended share¬ 
holders accept the offer “as 
soon as possible,” as ONGC 
was not obliged to extend its 
offer. Imperial investors 
believe that if the 90 per cent 
condition is not met, ONGC 
will walk away from the deal. 
“Given how ONGC has behaved 
on this so far, I think that if 
they don't get 90 per cent they 
are going to walk,” a source 
close to the deal told Reuters. 
ONGC agreed to buy Imperial 
in August when oil traded at 
$128 US a barrel, before crude 
prices collapsed. 

REUTERS 
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Recession hits NFL 

The NFL announced yesterday that it is cutting more than 10 per cent of its staff in response to the downturn in the U.S. economy. 
The league is eliminating about 150 of its staff of 1,100 in New York, New Jersey and Los Angeles, metro news services 
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Sports 


K-Rod to Mets 


^5 The New York Mets have agreed to a three-year deal with 

free-agent closer Francisco Rodriguez, ESPN reported 
yesterday. Rodriguez’s deal, worth $37 million US, is pending a 
physical, which the New York Post reports will take place today. 
Rodriguez broke the Major League saves record last season for the 
Angels with 62. metro news services 


SPORTS^METRONEWS.CA 


Melrose lets fly 
on Lightning 


NHL While a guest on Toron¬ 
to’s FAN 590 radio station 
yesterday, ex-Tampa Bay 
Lightning coach Bany Mel¬ 
rose sounded off on his for¬ 
mer club, saying that during 
his short tenure he dealt 
with 

constant in¬ 
terference 
from the or¬ 
ganization. 

“I had 



Tampa who 
wanted to 
run the 
team and I 
wouldn’t let 
them. Iwas 
hired to 
coach and I 
coached,” 
Melrose 
said. “Eveiy 
day was a 
constant 
battle.” Mel¬ 
rose was 
fired less than a month ago, 
only 16 games into the sea¬ 
son. 

In the 11 games they have 
played since, Tampa Bay has 
only won once. When asked 
if that made him happy, he 
said, “Yeah it does, and any 
coach who tells you 
otherwise is a liar,” Melrose 
told the FAN. 

“I hope Tampa Bay doesn’t 
win a game in the next 
year.” Melrose also criticized 
Lightning forward Steven 
Stamkos, the first pick in the 
2008 draft. “Steven is not 
ready for the NHL,” Melrose 
said. “Right now he’s just 
not strong enough physical¬ 
ly.” METRO NEWS SERVICES 


“I hope 

Tampa 

Bay 

doesn’t 
win a 
game in 
the next 
year.” 
Barry 
Melrose 


Sports in brief 


MLB According to ESPN, New 
York Yankees general manager 
Brian Cashman met with A.J. 

Burnett's agents 
Monday and 
reportedly told 
them that the Yan¬ 
kees would be will¬ 
ing to “do better" 
than the four-year, 
$6o-million US con¬ 
tract offer that the Atlanta 
Braves made to the former Blue 
Jay. The story comes on the 
heels of reports that fellow free 
agent pitcher C.C. Sabathia has 
expressed interest in playing 
for the Los Angeles Dodgers. 
The Yankees' six-year, $ 140-mil¬ 
lion offer to Sabathia has been 
on the table for nearly four 
weeks, and it is believed 
Sabathia would prefer to play 
for a team near his home in his 
native California. 

METRO NEWS SERVICES 



Burnett 


Boyle happy to escape 
Lightning nightmare 



The Sharks' Dan Boyle is currently second among NHL 
defenceman in scoring with 24 points. 


MATTHEW WUEST 
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Dan Boyle can’t hide the 
hint of satisfaction he 
gets out of seeing the 
Tampa Bay Lightning in 
the NHL basement. 

“I’m only human, 
right?” Boyle joked. “But 
to see what has happened 
out there, it’s probably 
more sad than anything 
for me because 1 still 
think it’s a great place to 
play and it’s very unfortu¬ 
nate all this stuff is going 
on.” 

The 32-year-old defence- 
man didn’t realize it at the 
time, but the Lightning 
gave him the equivalent 
of a get-out-of-jail free 
card when it kicked him 
to the curb in July after 
new owners Oren Koules 
and Len Barrie took over. 

Boyle, who was asked to 
waive the no-trade clause 
before the ink had dried 
on his new six-year con¬ 
tract, ended up being 
dealt to the San Jose 
Sharks. While the Koules- 
Barrie overhaul has Tam¬ 


pa Bay (6-13-8) bumbling 
in controversy and incom¬ 
petence, Boyle and the 
Sharks (22-3-2) are the 
NHL’s best team. 

“I was planning to be (in 
Tampa Bay) for a while. 


but having seen the way 
some guys have been 
treated there and what’s 
gone on so far, and on top 
of that, how I’ve been 
treated here, I have no re¬ 
grets whatsoever,” Boyle 


said. 

The 5-foot-ll, 190- 
pounder from Ottawa has 
put the Lightning debacle 
behind him, not to men¬ 
tion a serious wrist injury 
that sidelined him for half 
of last season. 

Boyle, who is second 
among NHL blue-liners 
with 10 goals and 14 as¬ 
sists for 24 points in 25 
games, is hearing whis¬ 
pers he could be a Norris 
Trophy candidate if he 
keeps it up. 

Although Boyle won a 
Stanley Cup with the 
Lightning in 2004, he calls 
the Sharks the “best team 
I’ve been on.” 

But he is also aware the 
Sharks have been perenni¬ 
al underachievers in the 
post-season and wants to 
help erase that label. 

“Playoff hockey, as we 
all know, is totally differ¬ 
ent,” Boyle said. 

“We had a pretty good 
team in ’04. We stepped it 
up to the next level in the 
playoffs. Until we get 
there, until we do that 
with the Sharks, it re¬ 
mains to be seen.” 


Petitclerc takes Lou Marsh Trophy 


After winning five gold 
medals at the 2008 
Beijing Paralympic 
Games, wheelchair racer 
Chantal Petitclerc has to¬ 
day been awarded the 
Lou Marsh Trophy as 
Canada’s top athlete this 
year. 

A panel made up of ' 
sports journalists and , ^ 
luminaries from ' ^ 
around the country 
judges the award, 
named for the former 
Toronto Star sports edi¬ 
tor. This year, former 
Olympic rower and 1991 
Lou Marsh winner Silken 
Laumann headed the 
awards committee. 

After her last win in Bei¬ 
jing, her coach, Peter Eriks¬ 
son, told reporters, “I would 
say she is one of the great¬ 
est Canadian athletes, peri¬ 
od.” 

Competing at Beijing in 
the T54 class for athletes 
with different levels of 
spinal cord injuries and am¬ 


putations, she won the 200- 
and 800-metre races within 
90 minutes of each other, 
setting two world records. 

“I told my coach, never 
again. This was a stressful 
day,” she said after her dou¬ 
ble-gold day. 

She also won the 400 in 
record time and the 
100 before finishing 
up in the 1,500 with a 
win by more than one 
second over her clos- 

Petitclerc was in- 

Marc-des- 



village between Quebec 
City and Trois Rivieres. She 
and a friend were tiying to 
fashion an old barn door in¬ 
to a bike ramp. But as they 
tried to prop it up, it fell on 
Petitclerc causing her in- 

juiy- 

Overall, Petitclerc won 14 
golds and 21 total medals 
over five Olympic games. 
She holds four world 
records and 

adds the 

Lou 

Marsh to 
her many 
other ho¬ 
nours, in¬ 
cluding 


Petitclerc won five 
gold medals at this 
year's Paralympics 
in Beijing. 


Recent winners 

Lou Marsh Trophy 

2008: Chantal Petitclerc 
2007: Sidney Crosby 

2006: Cindy Klassen 

2005: Steve Nash 

2004: Adam van Koeverden 

2003: Mike Weir 

2002 : Catriona Le May Doan 


Maclean’s magazine’s Cana¬ 
dian of the Year in 2004. Pe¬ 
titclerc joins Rick Hansen as 
one of two wheelchair ath¬ 
letes to win the Lou Marsh 
Trophy. She is the 72nd re¬ 
cipient overall. 

This year’s 22 Lou Marsh 
finallists included gold- 
medal show jumper Eric 
Lamaze, Deportivo la 
Coruna soccer star Julian de 
Guzman, NBA standout 
Steve Nash and world figure 
skating champion Jeffrey 
Buttle. 

Last year’s winner was 
Cole Harbour’s Sidney Cros¬ 
by. TORSTAR NEWS SERVICE 


NHL RESULT 
Flames 1 Canadiens 4 


vs 


Robert Lang scored twice and 
Jaroslav Halak made 32 saves 
as the Montreal Canadiens de¬ 
feated the Calgary Flames 4-1 
last night in Montreal. Matt 
□'Agostini scored his fourth 
goal in as many games and 
Andrei Markov also lit the 
lamp for the Canadiens, who 
have won three of their last 
four games and earned at 
least a point for the 10th time 
in their last 12 games overall 
(7-3-2). 

Dustin Boyd, who had 
missed the previous five 
games with an upper-body in¬ 
jury, returned to the lineup 
and scored the only goal for 
the Flames, who are 2-2 in 
their last four games. Miikka 
Kiprusoff allowed four goals 
on 31 shots in the losing ef¬ 
fort. 

The Canadiens grabbed a 1- 
0 lead 3:41 into the first peri¬ 
od. Lang's backhander from 
near the left post was stopped 
by Kiprusoff, but the momen¬ 
tum of Calgary defenceman 
Mark Giordano pushed the 
puck across the goal-line and 
Lang was credited with his 
ninth of the season. 




NBA RESULT 

Cavaliers 114 Raptors 94 



LeBron James dominated from 
the start to the end of the third 
quarter, scoring 31 points in 30 
minutes and setting the Cava¬ 
liers' all-time steals record, in 
Cleveland's ninth straight win, 
114-94 over the Toronto Rap¬ 
tors last night in Cleveland. 

James picked off a Jose 
Calderon pass in the first 
minute of the game for his 
735th career steal, passing 
Mark Price, who recorded 734 
steals in nine seasons and 588 
games with the club. James ac¬ 
complished the feat in just his 
sixth season and 412 games in¬ 
to his storied career. 

The Cavs, who have won all 
of their games by at least 12 
points during their current vic¬ 
tory surge, are 12-0 at home 
and have won 17 of 18 overall. 

Toronto has now lost five 
straight, including three in a 
row since firing Sam Mitchell. 
New coach Jay Triano will be 
looking for his first win tonight 
as the Raptors host the Indiana 
Pacers in Toronto. 

METRO NEWS SERVICES 
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Horse doesn’t win top athlete 

Somebeachsomewhere fell short of the Lou Marsh Award as Canada's athlete of the year yesterday when Chantal Petitclerc edged out 
the Bible Hill-owned horse, who earned a single-season record $244 million and won 14 of 15 harness-racing starts, metro news services 


Lions over Tigers 
in Jr. A battle 

HOCKEY If the Halifax Lions 
have had it bad this season, 
the Restigouche Tigers 
have had it much, much 
worse. 

The worst two teams in 
the Maritime Junior A 
Hockey League clashed last 
night at the Forum, and 
the Lions came out on top 
of the Tigers 6-4 before a 
crowd of 200. 

The Lions, who are now 
2-2 in December, improved 
to 6-23-4 on the season, five 
points ahead of the Tigers. 

Chad Locke, Jonathan 
McArthur, Patrick LeBlanc, 
Patrick Smith, Simon Bis- 
sonette and Stephen 
Popovic scored for Halifax, 
while goaltender Melvin 
Day stopped 31 shots. 

The Lions return to action 
on Saturday on the road 
against the Truro Bearcats, 
and conclude their pre-hol¬ 
iday schedule at home next 
Tuesday against the Wood- 
stock Slammers. 

Sharrow dealt to 
Blackhawks 

NHL Former Halifax Moose- 
heads defenceman Jim 
Sharrow found himself on 
the move again yesterday. 
Sharrow was dealt for the 
second time in 18 months, 
going from the Vancouver 
Canucks to the Chicago 
Blackhawks for a 
conditional draft pick. He 
was then assigned to the 
Rockford IceHogs of the 
American Hockey League. 

The 23-year-old from 
Framingham, Mass., was 
originally drafted by the At¬ 
lanta Thrashers in 2003 
and traded to the Canucks 
for minor-leaguer Jesse 
Schultz in June 2007. 
Sharrow, who has yet to 
make his NHL debut, had a 
goal and five assists in 17 
games with the AHL’s Man¬ 
itoba Moose. He collected 
101 points in 191 career 
games in Halifax, placing 
him fourth all-time among 
Mooseheads blueliners. 

METRO NEWSSERVICES 
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Cross bridge to get out of basement 


A win in P.E.I. tonight would help the Mooseheads nnove out of last place 



Ned O'Brien admits tonight's game is an important one. 


MATTHEW WUEST 
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If the Halifax 
Mooseheads are going to 
catch anyone in the 
Atlantic Division, it’s the 
P.E.I. Rocket. 

With that in mind, the 
Mooseheads head across 
the Confederation Bridge 
today to face the Rocket in 
Charlottetown at 7 p.m. in 
their quest to climb out of 
the basement. 

The Mooseheads (10-21- 
2) are six points behind the 
Rocket (11-16-6), and a win 
would put the heat on. 

“Coach (Cam Russell) is 
always talking about catch¬ 
ing this team in the stand¬ 
ings,” said Mooseheads 
rookie Ned O’Brien. “We’re 
going to be fighting with 
them for a playoff spot all 
season, so it’s going to be 
an important game for us.” 

P.E.I. has been flailing 
lately, with just one win in 
their past 10 games. The 
Mooseheads have been 
consistently mediocre, dot¬ 
ting their 23 losses with oc¬ 
casional victories, but not 
winning consecutive 
games all season. 

Their top line, featuring 
Tomas Knotek and Yuri 
Cheremetiev, has gone ice- 


cold lately, with just two 
goals in the past five 
games, while star forward 
Logan MacMillan has been 
silent since returning from 
a month-long knee injury. 

Overall, the Mooseheads 
want to produce more of¬ 


fence. Their goals-per- 
game average of 2.67 is the 
worst in the league, de¬ 
spite the fact they average 
almost 29 shots a night. 

“We get a lot of shots out 
there, but we need to score 
on our opportunities,” 


O’Brien said. “It seems to 
be our weakness ... We put 
on a lot of shots, but just 
can’t finish.” 

P.E.I. has won both 
matchups with Halifax by 
a 12-4 scoring margin. Al¬ 
though those points were 


Moose notes 


• The Halifax Mooseheads 
have recalled goaltender 
Stefan Dumaresque from 
the junior A ranks. The 17- 
year-old from Labrador City, 
N.L., was called up yester¬ 
day after Mooseheads 
starter Mark Yetman was di¬ 
agnosed with a mild groin 
pull that will likely put him 
on the shelf for tonight's 
road game against the P.E.I. 
Rocket. Dumaresque, select¬ 
ed in the nth round (185th 
overall) in the 2007 draft, 
has a 6-8-1 record along 
with a 4.06 goals-against 
average and a .887 save per¬ 
centage with the Res¬ 
tigouche Tigers of the Mar¬ 
itime Junior A Hockey 
League. In other injury 
news, Gerrad Grant has re¬ 
covered from a hip injury, 
but Jessyko Bernard is day- 
to-day with the flu. 

missed opportunities for 
the Mooseheads, this is the 
first of the final six head- 
to-head meetings and big 
gains are still salvageable. 

“These are pretty much 
four-point games,” said 
Mooseheads forward Chad 
Earle. “They’ve got some 
really skilled players, but I 
think if we play physical, 
we can beat ’em.” 


Rainmen add Dandridge, team plans to play 12 deep 


MATTHEW WUEST 
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The Halifax Rainmen are 
hoping new signing Glen 
Dandridge will help keep 
defences honest this sea¬ 
son. 

The Rainmen signed the 
6-foot-6 shooting guard yes¬ 
terday, describing him as 
deadly beyond the arc and 
a perfect complement to 
three-point specialist Brian 
Silverhorn. Dandridge 
graduated in the spring 
from Lambuth University 
in Tennessee, where he 
was an NAIA all-American 
after averaging 15 points 
per game and going 80-of- 
213 from three-point terri¬ 


tory, a 37.2 per cent conver¬ 
sion rate. 

Silverhorn, a member of 
last year’s Rainmen, is also 
an NAIA grad who boasts 
the best 
shooting 
touch on the 
team. 

“Glen has 
unlimited 
range — he’s a guy who 
can flat-out shoot the bas¬ 
ketball, and that’s his spe¬ 
cialty,” Rainmen owner An¬ 
dre Levingston said. 

“With him, you’re not 
going to be able to double¬ 
team us. We’ll dare you to 
do that.” 

Levingston said Dan¬ 
dridge will be a big factor 
offensively and that he’s 


not just a depth signing. In 
fact, Levingston described 
the Rainmen as a “develop¬ 
mental team” and said no¬ 
body on his eventual 12- 
man roster 
will ride the 
pine. 

“We aren’t 
bringing in 
guys to sit on 
the bench,” he said. “We 
brought in guys who will 
be productive and win a 
championship. We’re look¬ 
ing for everybody to play.” 

The Rainmen play an in¬ 
tra-squad game on Satur¬ 
day in Wolfville. 

They open the Premier 
Basketball League pre-sea¬ 
son on Dec. 21 on the road 
against the Quebec Kebs. 


"We’re looking for 
everybody to play.” 

Andre Levingston 



Rainmen signee Glen Dandridge was a standout at Lambuth 
University in Tennessee. 
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SCOREBOARD 


QMJHL 


LAST NIGHT’S RESULT 

Baie-Comeau 4 Quebec 0 

TONIGHT’S GAMES 
HALIFAX at P.E.I. 

Cape Breton at Lewiston 
Shawinigan at Montreal 
Quebec at Chicoutimi 

TOMORROW’S GAME 
Bathurst at Baie-Comeau 

SCORING 

(Through Monday's games) 

GAP 


L.-McNicoll, Sha 23 

31 

54 

Masse, Dru 

24 

29 

53 

Pistilli, Sha 

24 

24 

48 

Riendeau, Dru 

21 

26 

47 

Petersen, Sha 

16 

30 

46 

Doyle, PEI 

16 

27 

43 

Petit, BaC 

10 

32 

42 

Hoffman, Dru 

19 

22 

41 

Mahbod, Dru 

18 

23 

41 

Byron, Gat 

12 

28 

40 

1 NHL 


YESTERDAY’S RESULTS 
Montreal 4 Calgary l 
Vancouver 3 Nashville 1 
Philadelphia 4 N.Y. Islanders 3 
Los Angeles at Colorado 


TONIGHT’S GAMES 
Tampa Bay at Buffalo 
Pittsburgh at New Jersey 
Boston at Washington 
N.Y. Rangers at Atlanta 
Calgary at Detroit 
Ottawa at Chicago 
Phoenix at Dallas 
St. Louis at Anaheim 


NBA 


YESTERDAY’S RESULTS 
Cleveland 114 Toronto 94 
Chicago 105 New York lOO 
Houston 92 Atlanta 84 
Washington 107 Detroit 94 


Utah 99 Minnesota 96 
San Antonio at Dallas 
Milwaukee at Phoenix 
Orlando at Portland 
L.A. Lakers at Sacramento 

TONIGHT’S GAMES 
Indiana at Toronto 
New York at New Jersey 
Memphis at Oklahoma City 
Cleveland at Philadelphia 
Charlotte at New Orleans 
Atlanta at San Antonio 
Minnesota at Denver 
Phoenix at L.A. Lakers 
Milwaukee at Golden State 


Sports in brief 


FOOTBALL CIS football play¬ 
ers Simeon Rottier and 
Etienne Legare were named 
yesterday to participate in 
the East-West Shrine game 
next month in Houston. 

Rottier is an offensive line¬ 
man with the Alberta Golden 
Bears, and Legare, a 
defensive lineman, is the 
third Laval player to be 
selected to play in the Shrine 
Game. metro news services 














































Wednesday, December lo, 2008 


metronews.ca 


metro 


AUtOmOtlVG cargude 


EDITOR: KUMAR SAHA, KUMAR.SAHA^METRONEWS.CA 


13 




Seventh Heaven: BMW'c rew 


aryHydfogen-poweredsfri^n 


cargude 


B^,bolder and built for Canada 


More zoom for Mazda3 

Megaseller's feisty spirit alive and well in revamped model thin ice 



The 2010 Mazdas sees a host of changes designed to improve on the outgoing model that was one of the most successful cars in the 
history of the company. 



The interior of the 2010 Mazda 3 is much changed, including a 
second-tier Multi Information Display (MID) at the top of the 
centre stack. 


JIM ROBINSON 

for Metro Canada 


Imagine you’re in the 
shoes of Yoshiyuki Meada. 
He’s the program manager 
for the 2010 Mazda3 and 
his job is to fix something 
that isn’t broken. 

One of eveiy three Mazda 
vehicles sold around the 
world is a Mazda3. In Cana¬ 
da, the Mazda3 has im¬ 
proved in sales eveiy year 
since it was introduced in 
2003. In fact, 2008 will set 
another sales record, with 
people lining up to get a lit¬ 
tle Zoom Zoom in their lives. 

What Meada did was 
take the overall Mazda3 
design concept and keep 
what was working and re¬ 
fine the rest. 

To get everyone on board, 
he insisted on designers and 
engineers from Mazda’s 
styling centres visiting each 
other’s countries to talk 
about the car and learn 
what consumers in differ¬ 
ent parts of the world were 
thinking. His idea was to in¬ 
still what Mazda calls “the 
emotion of motion.” 

Although the 2010 and 
the current Mazda3 have 
virtually the same dimen¬ 
sions, much attention was 
paid to aerodynamics with 
things like panels under 
the body to smooth air 
flow with the car’s overall 
coefficient of drag going 
from 0.31 down to 0.29. 

The biggest visual change is 
the much-enlarged griUe. 
While it retains the Mazda 
fivepoint design, the wide 
mouth is there, not just for 
improved cooling, but is an 
actual part of the aero pack¬ 
age. 

The cabin area under¬ 
went not just a major re¬ 
design with liberal use of 
soft-touch materials, but 
the switch to what Mazda 


2010 Mazdas 


Type: Compact sedan 
Price: Not available 
Engine: 2 . 0 -litre DOHC inline 
four-cylinder; 2.5-litre DOHC 
inline four-cylinder 
HP: 148-167 


Highlights 


• Front-wheel drive 

• Fuel-efficient 

• Aerodynamic 

calls a Zone Layout. 

Instrumentation is 
placed in zones of impor¬ 
tance based on eye move¬ 
ment, the primary ones be¬ 
ing the large tachometre 
on the left and speedome¬ 
ter on the right in pods di¬ 
rectly in the line of sight of 
the driver. 

Housed in a second zone 
is a Multi Information Dis¬ 


play (MID) on the centre of 
the dash and raised 100 
mm higher and to the 
right of the main gauges. 
Positioned here, it is still in 
the line of sight. Depend¬ 
ing on the model and op¬ 
tions, it shows fuel con¬ 
sumption, distance and 


even a 3.5-inch colour navi¬ 
gation screen. 

The four-door sedan test¬ 
ed here will arrive in the 
early spring along with a 
five-door Sportback hatch 
in three levels of trim: GX, 
GS and GT. 

The 2.0-litre, DOHG in¬ 


line four-cylinder engine 
that helped Mazda3 sales 
take off in 2008 is offered 
on the GX and GS. 

It produces 148 hp and 
135 Ib/ft of torque and 
comes with as standard 
five-speed automatic trans¬ 
mission or optional five- 
speed automatic driving 
the front wheels. 

Fuel consumption num¬ 
bers for the 2.0-litre manu¬ 
al and automatic are 
8.1/5.9L/100 km city/high¬ 
way and 8.6L/5.9L/100 km 
city/highway respectively. 

Pricing will not be an¬ 
nounced until early in Jan¬ 
uary but it should be pretty 
much the same at the 
2009, with the base car 
starting around $17,000. 

While my time with this 
car was brief, there’s little 
doubt the Zoom Zoom spir¬ 
it is alive and well in the 
2010 Mazda3. 


SURVEY A recent GMAG In¬ 
surance survey in the U.S. 
revealed many drivers are 
stumped when it comes to 
proper safety procedures 
for winter-weather driving. 

Of the more than 5,000 
licensed drivers surveyed 
across the nation, GMAG 
Insurance found several 
startling facts about driver 
competency during frozen 
or snowy conditions: 

• 46 per cent were un¬ 
aware their gas tank 
should be at least half full 
in order to continue pro¬ 
viding heat in case of an 
emergency. 

• 38 per cent didn’t 
know driving while using 
cruise control, even in 
clear conditions, could be 
dangerous. 

• 24 per cent did not 
know to turn the wheel in 
the direction of a skid. 

One of the most signifi¬ 
cant misconceptions re¬ 
vealed in the survey was in 
regards to vehicles equipped 
with four-wheel drive. 
While four-wheel drive 
helps with traction in snow 
and ice, it does not replace 
good driving practices and 
taking the right precautions 
to stay safe. 

Nevertheless, the GMAG 
Insurance survey showed 
that 70 per cent of drivers 
may exhibit a false sense of 
security when driving in 
snowy weather if their ve¬ 
hicle was equipped with 
four-wheel drive: 

• 37 per cent feel they 
are less likely to have an 
accident. 

• 21 per cent would 
drive during and right af¬ 
ter a snowstorm. 

• Nine per cent would 
feel superior to cars with¬ 
out four-wheel drive. 

• Three per cent would 
drive faster than they 
would with only two- 
wheel drive. 
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The S2000 roadster retains much of what Honda has learned in For¬ 
mula One and IndyCar racing for a superbly balanced roadster. 


Honda’s 
got speed 


JIM ROBINSON 

for Metro Canada 




The ''fun” of motoring can 
be seen by some (many) as 
frivolous in these days 
where gasoline prices here 
can be affected overnight 
by storms and rebellions 
half a world away. 

To me, a car is a form of 
time machine that lets you 
cover distances in one hour 
that would have been mind- 
boggling to those living in 
1808. 

Driving is hard work, espe¬ 
cially on super highways 
where the average speed is 
greater than that of airplanes 
a centuiy ago. It takes con¬ 
centration and, as we all 
know, it isn’t cheap. 

So that’s why, in my opin¬ 
ion, occasionally enjoying 
the freedom a car can give is 
something to be savoured. 

Which brings me around 
to the 2008 Honda S2000, a 
roadster you don’t see a lot, 
but is considered by some as 
one of the great sportscars of 
the market and a sure col¬ 
lector car in 
the future. 


2008 Honda S 2000 


Type: Performance roadster 
Price: $50,600 

Engine: 2 . 2 -litre, DOHC inline 
four-cylinder engine 
HP: 237 


Highlights 


When you 


You can go from idle 
look at it to 8,000 rpm in less 

objectively, it’s 

old and should takes to read this 

be well behind sentence, 
current levels 
of performance and han¬ 
dling. But that’s not the case. 

1 first saw what was to 
become the S2000 in 1995. It 
was a concept car called the 
SSM and about the size of a 
Mazda Miata. Frankly, it did 
not have the perky looks of 
the Miata so 1 dismissed it as 
just another exercise to 
gauge public reaction. 

But Honda had other ideas. 

It re-emerged in 1999 to mark 
the 50th anniversary of the 
founding of the company that 
was taking place in 2000, thus 
the name. 

Incorporating the knowl¬ 
edge gained from Formula 
One and IndyCar, it had an 
engine of just 2.0-litres dis¬ 
placement with a carbon- 
fibre reinforced block and 
super-light forged-alloy pis¬ 
tons. Because this car was 


• Rear-wheel drive 

• Well-equipped 

• Affordable roadster 

designed from the outset to 
rev to 9,000 rpm, special bear¬ 
ing alloys were used right out 
of IndyCar. Producing an 
amazing 240 hp, albeit at 
8,600 rpm in the year 2000, 
the powerplant set new pro¬ 
duction car standards for vol¬ 
umetric efficiency. 

Today the engine is larger 
at 2.2-litres producing 237 hp 
at 8,000 rpm with 162 Ib/ft of 
torque. It remains today as 
the highest specific horse¬ 
power/litre normally aspirat¬ 
ed production engine on the 
market. Fuel consumption is 
listed as 11.8L/100 km city 
and 8.4L/100 km highway. 

The 

front/rear 
weight distri¬ 
bution is a per¬ 
fect 50/50 
thanks to the 
engine sitting 
back so far 
back that it is 
almost mid-engined. 

As you can guess, the 
S2000 is all about revs, or bet¬ 


ter yet, keeping them up. 

This is a car you have to 
work with, not at, if you get 
my meaning. Because it 
breathes so easily, you have to 
get the revs up before it starts 
to make meaningful torque. 
You can go from idle to 8,000 
rpm in less than the time it 
takes to read this sentence. 

From launch, you ease in 
the clutch and you feed in the 
gas sharply then go for second 
asap. After that, the traction 
starts to kick in and you soon 
find the combination of a stiff 
platform, compliant suspen¬ 
sion and ability to squirt and 
turn thanks to the 50/50 
weight bias results in a veiy 
pointable car. In fact, the turn¬ 
ing radius is a tight 5.7 metres. 
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ALL NEW 2009 NISSAN 
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Southwest slashes flights 

Southwest Airlines Co. says it will cut flights as it scales back slightly to deal with the recent dip in travel demand. They're 
the latest U.S. carrier to to reduce capacity, with a net reduction of 13 roundtrip flights across its system. Reuters 
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Advantage files for bankruptcy 

Car rental chain Advantage Rent-A-Car Inc. has filed for bankruptcy protection and 
closed about 40 per cent of its U.S. retail locations, citing a decline in the travel in¬ 
dustry as customers cut their travel and discretionary spending. The company said 
it laid off 440 workers, or almost half its workforce. Advantage said it will contin¬ 
ue operating at its remaining locations during the bankruptcy, and is exploring 
strategic alternatives, including a possible sale or merger. reuters 
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Travel (and get paid to do it) 


TheTravelJunkie 


Julia / 

Dimon /« 

). 

i 

thetraveljunkie 

i.ca 


et setting around the 
world (and getting 
paid for it), the life of a 
travel writer is a glam¬ 
orous one. Trying to 
get into this coveted and 
competitive career isn’t 
easy, prompting many to 
ask: how do 1 break into the 
biz? 1 regularly get e-mails 
from readers asking for ad¬ 
vice. While 1 do my best to 
share what 1 know, it’s nice 
to get a second opinion. 

Meet David Farley, a New 
York-based writer who 
teaches travel writing at 
New York University. He 
has been widely published 
and is the author of the 
soon-to-be-released travel 
book. An Irreverent Cu¬ 
riosity: In Search of the 
Church’s Strangest Relic in 
Italy’s Oddest Town, avail¬ 
able next spring. 

David shares his expert¬ 
ise on how you can break 
into the travel writing biz: 

TAKE A TRAVEL WRITING 
COURSE offered by schools 
in your area. 



Travel writer David Farley in Calcata, Italy, where he lived while 
working on his upcoming book. An Irreverent Curiosity. 


READ BOOKS ABOUT THE 
WRITING CRAFT. Travel Writ¬ 
ing by Don George and 
published by Lonely Planet 
is a great place to start. 

READ ARTICLES WRITTEN BY 
CELEBRATED TRAVEL WRITERS. 

The best travel writing cap¬ 
tures a sense of place. Tap 
into your five senses to 
bring the place alive, 
adding depth and vivid¬ 
ness to your descriptions. 
Add quotes and histori¬ 
cal/political context to situ¬ 
ate the destination. 

IT’S IMPORTANT THAT YOUR 
ARTICLE HAS AN ’’ANGLE,” a 

unique take on the place. 
Editors want something 
that hasn’t been done be¬ 


fore. Up-and-coming neigh¬ 
bourhoods, trends and 
unique destinations always 
make for a good angle. 

THE DUTY OF A TRAVEL WRITER 

is to go one step beyond 
the realm of an average 
tourist. Like a reporter, you 
must talk to people, 
arrange interviews and get 
relevant quotes. 

MOST TRAVEL EDITORS DON’T 
WANT TO READ PROPOSALS, 

they want to see the fin¬ 
ished article, already writ¬ 
ten and polished. Find out 
the e-mail address of a 
newspaper’s travel editor 
and send it on. If that edi¬ 
tor wants the piece, they’ll 
buy it from you. 


PITCH YOUR WORK tO local 
papers, magazines, news¬ 
letters and travel websites. 
Try to get published any¬ 
where and everywhere. Af¬ 
ter you’ve got a few good 
clips, then you can start 
sending pitches to the big¬ 
ger newspapers. 

TRAVEL WRITERS DON’T MAKE 
MUCH MONEY. On assign¬ 
ment, it’s nice hotels; at 
home, it’s bare cupboards 
and ramen noodles. Few 
people can make a living 
solely from it. Either stick 
to your day job and write 
on the side, or become a 
full-time writer that focus¬ 
es on travel, but also writes 
about other passions — 
food, art, health or pop cul¬ 
ture. 

SOME PEOPLE ARE NATURALLY 
GOOD WRITERS, but anyone 
can become a great writer 
with practice. Drive is 
most important. Get into 
the mindset that nothing 
is going to stop you from 
getting what you want. 
The most successful stu¬ 
dents I've taught weren’t 
necessarily the most tal¬ 
ented in the class; they 
were the most determined. 

Good luck and safe trav¬ 
els. 


Julia Dimon is co-host of Word Travels, airing 
on OLN, and editor of thetraveljunkie.ca. 


Airlines flying into 
dark economic skies 


TRANSPORTATION Global air¬ 
lines are heading into their 
worst business crisis in 50 
years with carriers facing 
possible collapse, revenues 
tumbling and hundreds of 
thousands of jobs at risk, 
the industry body lATA 
said yesterday. 

In a forecast for 2009, it 
said losses were expected 
to total $2.5 billion US de¬ 
spite a boost from falling 
oil prices, with European 
airlines’ deficits soaring 
tenfold over 2008 to $1 bil¬ 
lion US and Asia-Pacific’s 
doubling to $1.1 billion US. 

“The outlook is bleak 
and the chronic industry 
crisis continues as we face 
the toughest revenue envi¬ 
ronment in 50 years,” said 
Giovanni Bisignani, direc¬ 
tor-general of the organisa¬ 
tion which groups some 
230 international airlines. 

LATA’s chief economist. 


'The outlook is 
bleak and the 
chronic industry 
crisis continues.” 

Giovanni Bisignani 

Brian Pearce, said the tur¬ 
bulence was also likely to 
hit at aircraft manufactur¬ 
ers like Airbus and Boeing 
as orders were deferred or 
cancelled. 

The forecast for 2009, 
based on an expected aver¬ 
age oil price of $60 US a 
barrel, was scaled down 
from the $4.1 billion US lA- 
TA had foreseen in Septem¬ 
ber when spot oil prices 
were around $140 US and 
looked set to rise. 

lATA also cut its estimate 
for losses this year to $5 
billion US from the $5.2 
billion US because of lower 

fuel costs. REUTERS 


Belize on Sale! 

8 Day Tour of Belize and Guatemala from $619 

Discover Belize City, the Tikal ruins, the jungles of San 
Ignacio, Caye Caulker and the magnificent reefs. 

Excludes airfare, transfers, most meals and local payment of US $300. 
Based on double occupancy. Other terms and conditions apply. 

DalhousieSUB 

Lower Level HTRAVEL CUTS 

902-494-2054 

www.travelcuts.com 
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Airfares 

1 Sun Holidays I 

1 Walt Disney World Holidays 

1 Holidays Special Offers 

LONDON 

SANTA CLARA 

BUY 4 NIGHTS, 

WINYOURTRIP 


$199 


New York City 

FROM $299 

Punta Cana 

FROM $335 

Chicago 

FROM $349 

Phoenix 

FROM $399 

San Francisco 

FROM $399 

Paris 

FROM $529 

Rome 

FROM $589 

Tokyo 

FROM $929 


Beijing 


1 $1099 


4-STAR 

.o$695 

INCLUDES roundtrip airfare, transfers 
and 7 nights 4-star all-inclusive accom. 

Puerto Plata 4-Star from $745 

INCLUDES roundtrip airfare, transfers and 
7 nights 4-star all-inclusive accom. ADD Santo 
Domingo city tour from $73. 

Cayo Coco 4.5-Star from $825 

INCLUDES roundtrip airfare, transfers and 
7 nights 4.5-star all-inclusive accom. 

Hawai‘i Island Combo from $1239 

INCLUDES airfare to Honolulu and return from 
Maui, inter-island airfare, 4 nights 3-star accom in 
famous Waikiki and 4 nights 3-star accom in Maui. 
ADD whale-watching cruise from $48. 


I 866 485 7093 | flightcentre.ca 


GET 3 

FREE 

Buy a 4-night/4-day Walt Disney World Resort 
vacation package and get 3 nights FREE including 
Theme Park Tickets. Book by December 20, 2008. 


Value Resorts 

FROM $939* 

Moderate Resorts 

FROM $ 1 029* 

Deluxe Resorts 

FROM $11 99* 

ABOVE PACKAGES INCLUDE roundtrip airfare, 
transfers, 7 nights accom. Disney Dining Plan and 

7-Day Magic Your Way Ticket with Park Hopper Option. 
Departs Jan 29/inf/wg. BONUS 3 nights free included. 

Jif: 



M. 


FOR 

FREE 

When you purchase your travel in the month of 
December with Flight Centre get an entry into a 
draw to win your trip for free^. 

EARN 

..$250 

For every $500 you spend in the month of December 
with Flight Centre receive a $25 voucher towards a 
future booking up to a maximum of $250**. 




or-e 


Conditions apply. Ex: Halifax. Air only prices are per person for return travel unless otherwise stated. Package, cruise, rail & hotel prices are per person, based on double occupancy. Prices are subject to availability at advertising deadline and are for select departure dates. Prices are accurate at time of publication, errors and 

—-.-.-j L...- l;-.. - T -r... --r LJCT --L-r-1-..—. uL. 1 -J..U - (2 children 9 & under travelling together. ONo purchase necessary, ilptoa maximum value of $3000. Valid on new bookings only. Bookings must be 

offer is valid on new bookings only that are paid in full by December 31, 2008. Voucher is redeemable towards any 7-day tour or cruise and packages 
, , A = = o Flight Centre shops within Canada. A $100 voucher for future travel will be provided to customers who experience an unwanted deviation from their 

paid itinerary. For full details visit www.flightcentre.ca or speak to a Flight Centre consultant. 


omissions excepted, but are su^ect to change. Transportation related fees, taxes and HST are excluded. ^Family Holidays prices are based on quad occupancy with 2 adults and 2 ‘ 
paid in full by December 31st, 2008. Contest ends December 31st, 2008. Must be age of majority to enter. Full contest rules available at www.flightcentre.ca/contest. **Special off 
with roundtrip airfare and a minimum o^3 nights accomodation. Please see a Flight Centre consultant for full details.f The Perfect Holiday Promise applies to bookings made at Flight Centre shops 


hoV'day ooe^ 

'ov^ardsanotV^er 

you 
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Producers honour Milk 

The Producers Guild of America have honoured the movie Milk with its Stanley Kramer Award, for its portrayal of the first openly gay 
man elected to major public office in the U.S. The prize is handed out to movies that take on provocative social issues, imdb.com 
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Smith on the defensive 



Will Smith and Rosario Dawson star in Seven Pounds. 


Simpsons lead 
Writers Guild list 

TV The Simpsons, 
television’s longest- 
running comedy, leads the 
nominations for the Writ¬ 
ers Guild of America’s an¬ 
nual broadcasting awards. 

The cartoon series was 
one of five nominees for 
best comedy series, along 
with two previous winners 
from NBC, 30 Rock and 
The Office, and two cable 
shows, HBO’s Entourage 
and Showtime’s Weeds. 

Four episodes of The 
Simpsons were nominated 
separately in the category 
for best animation broad¬ 
casts. REUTERS 


n brief 


CRIME Actor Mark Ruffalo's 
brother has died a week after 
he was found at his Beverly Hills 
home with a gunshot wound to 
the head, police said yesterday. 
Scott Buffalo, 39 , a hair stylist, 
was taken off life support Mon¬ 
day night, police said. Reuters 


ROBERT ABELE 

for Metro Canada 


Will Smith’s status as the 
world’s biggest movie star 
— whether as an earth de¬ 
fender (Independence 
Day), superhero (Hancock), 
or last man standing (I Am 
Legend) — doesn’t make it 
any easier for the actor to 
handle love scenes. 

In his newest film, the 
drama Seven Pounds, 
Smith’s character — a 
haunted man seeking re¬ 
demption — finds roman¬ 
tic solace one night in the 
arms of a cardiac patient 
played by Rosario Dawson. 

No such solace existed 
for Smith on the set for 
those moments. 

“Will is shockingly shy 
about intimacy with 
strangers,” says Dawson, 


who says her gregarious, 
hard-working co-star 
pushed the filming of their 
kissing scenes for weeks, 
“to the point where 1 start¬ 
ed getting nervous about 
my breath.” 

And when it came to 
that day’s filming, she no¬ 


ticed Smith revving up for 
it by loudly proclaiming to 
himself, “Yeah, we’re 
gonna GET this scene! 
Whooo! Yeah, I’m ready to 
go today!” 

“1 was like, ‘You’re kind 
of freakin’ me out, like 1 
need a little calm to go in¬ 


to this, some candles and 
nice music, and you’re 
screaming like you’re play¬ 
ing football or some¬ 
thing,”’ said Dawson, 
laughing at the memory, 

“But it was so sweet. 
Everybody could tell he 
was really nervous.” 

Smith, whose wife of 
many years is actress Jada 
Pinkett Smith, smiles 
good-naturedly in talking 
about his on-camera skit¬ 
tishness regarding sex. 

He explains it by saying 
that he lives in fear that a 
woman cast opposite him 
in those moments will 
look at her famous mar¬ 
ried scene partner as an 
opportunistic groper. 

“1 need women to be 
comfortable around me, 
and doing a love scene 
with our clothes off just 
puts me in a defensive 


space,” he said. “But it also 
hurts the acting if I’m in 
that space.” 

The idea, he said, is to 
get to a comfortable point, 
“Where a hand can brush 
up against her and it’s not, 
‘Oh, excuse me.’” 

At least his romantic in¬ 
terlude in Seven Pounds 
was a necessary one for a 
story whose message of re¬ 
newal in the face of debili¬ 
tating trauma has come to 
mean everything for its re¬ 
lentlessly positive and up¬ 
beat star/producer. 

“The spring is always 
coming,” says Smith. “And 
this character didn’t real¬ 
ize that. He didn’t know 
that what got broken could 
be repaired. And 1 love that 
transformative power of 
love, how you’ve got to be 
prepared to catch the wave 
of new life.” 



The Dsirk Knight 
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Secondary prizes include: 
The Dark Knighf" 
on DVD and other 
cool stuff! 
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NBC betting on Jay Leno 


nte lie Vision 



TALKED TO DEATH: Jay Leuo’s 
career has been an anxious 
curiosity ever since NBC let 
it be known that his 
Tonight Show slot was 
being handed over to 
Conan O’Brien, and for 
months now everybody — 
including Leno — has been 
acting like he’d be moving 
to ABC as soon as Jeff Zuck- 
er and NBC would let him 
slip free of the bonds of his 
contract. 

That bit of conventional 
wisdom was knocked on 
the head yesterday with the 
news that NBC would be 
giving Leno a 10 p.m. week¬ 
day slot for a new talk show, 
starting in the fall of 2009. 
As things stand now, that 
means three different talk 
show slots on the network 
running from primetime to 
late night, with Leno, 
O’Brien and Jimmy Fallon 
all on NBC’s payroll as 
hosts. (Or 3 V 2 , according to 
the L.A. Weekly’s Nikki 
Finke, who reminds us of 
Carson Daly’s spot on NBC’s 
schedule, which seems 
charitable of her.) 


The decision might look 
like NBC belatedly acknowl¬ 
edging Leno’s value to the 
network, but it has more to 
do with Zucker and pro¬ 
gramming henchman Ben 
Silverman’s singular focus 
on the bottom line, and 
their fervent intention to 
cut down on the number of 
weekly hours of network 
programming. 

“Can we continue to 
broadcast 22 hours in 
primetime? Three of our 
competitors don’t,” Zucker 
said at a media conference 
in New York this week, 
according to the Hollywood 
Reporter. “Can we continue 
to broadcast seven days a 
week? One of our competi¬ 
tors doesn’t.” Any way you 
look at it, it’s a cost-cutting 
move, since five weekly 
hours of chat will cost far 
less than five similar hours 
of evening drama. 

Leno as the lead-in for 
local news shows at 11 
p.m. will play well with 
NBC affiliate stations all 
over the U.S., thought the 
move is betting everything 
on Leno’s late night audi¬ 
ence figuring out how to 
record CSl on their PVRs so 
they can tune in — a big 
gamble since Leno’s num¬ 
bers rely heavily on older 
viewers who aren’t as com¬ 
fortable with changing 
longstanding habits or 
delayed viewing. 


Conventional 
wisdom was 
knocked on the 
head yesterday 
with the news that 
NBC would be 
giving Leno a lO 
p.m. weekday slot 
for a new talk 
show, starting in 
the fall of 2009. 

Patt Morrison of the Los 
Angeles Times sees the 
boomer/oldster angle as the 
story, and not the network 
penny-pinching. “Leno at 
10?” Morrison wrote on a 
Times blog. “From The 
Tonight Show to The 
Evening Show? Pretty soon 
the nation will be lining up 
for the seniors’ Early Bird 
Dinner Special at 4 p.m., 
and then coming home to 
fall asleep right after the 
Leno monologue, if there is 
one on the new show, and 
finally waking up at 3 a.m. 
to a screaming bladder and 
screaming infomercials.” 
And so a generation begins 
passing from view in a fog 
of drowsiness and inconti¬ 
nence. 


Rick McGinnis writes about 
music, movies, books and 
television, but not opera. 
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Doherty’s role not dead 

Stars of the new 90210 are putting to rest the recent rumours that Shannon Doherty's character Brenda Walsh will be killed off 
when she makes another appearance on the prime-time soap, e! news online 
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AU-ages Santa show 


EDANA ROBITAILLE 

for Metro Canada 


The cast and crew of Dear 
Santa, a play put on by 
Eastern Front Theatre in 
Dartmouth, held a lively 
rehearsal yesterday after¬ 
noon — even Santa was 
busting a move. 

John Dartt plays Santa. 
It’s not his first time in the 
red suit, and he says that 
his booming “ho ho ho” 
didn’t take long to perfect. 
He was called in just a 
week ago to take over for 
another actor who was un¬ 
able to continue in the 
part. Dartt says that the 
play is a wonderful come¬ 
dy where wishes come 
true. 

Rehearsals started just 
two weeks ago but every¬ 
one is confident that the 
play will be a success, and 
also impart a little wisdom 
about the meaning of 
Christmas. 

It was Scott Burke’s sec¬ 
ond time directing the 
play. 

“People will feel really 
good about Christmas,” he 
says. “They’ll laugh a lot 
and they’ll have followed a 
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Left to right: Zachary Smart, Jenna Curwin, Isabel Stordy and Colin Furlong rehearse a scene from 
the Eastern Front Theatre's production of Dear Santa at the Alderney Landing Theatre yesterday. 
The cast will give a preview performance tonight at 730 p.m. and will open tomorrow night. Dear 
Santa will run until December 28 with performances Tuesday through Sunday. 


very happy but complicat¬ 
ed story. Adults will feel 
like kids again and kids 
will feel like kids, only 
happier.” 

In the play, written by 
Norman Foster, Santa 


needs a new sleigh and 
runs into a few complica¬ 
tions: One of his helpers 
has a terrible crush on his 
chief of staff, and a teenag¬ 
er finds her way to the 
North Pole to make a re¬ 


quest for her brother. 

Opening night is tomor¬ 
row and the show runs un¬ 
til Dec. 28. 

Tickets can be purchased 
at the Alderney Gate The¬ 
atre box office. 


Abdul says 
she feared fan 

PEOPLE American Idol 
judge Paula Abdul is blam¬ 
ing the show’s producers 
for allowing Paula 
Goodspeed to get close to 
her, imdb.com reports. 
Abdul said she was famil¬ 
iar with the fan found 
dead of an apparent 
suicide. “She had been 
writing disturbing letters 
for 17 years, almost 18 
years,” she said. 
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Designer Coco is back, 
exclusively at 
metronews.ca/globalstyle 


See complete online movie 
listings, trailers, reviews 
and purchase tickets at 
metronews.ca/movies 




WIN a chance to see John Grade 
at the Schooner Showroom 


You and 9 friends could win tickets to 
the show, as well as a collection of 
I John Gracie's Christmas CD's. To enter, send 
an e-mail to susan.whitty@metronews.ca. 

Enjoy the holiday stylings of 
John Gracie, Dec. 20*'^ at 8pm. 

Contest closes 
Dec. 17,2008 at noon. 
One entry per person. 
Winner will be contacted 
via email. Must be at 19+. 


Metro 

Supports Give 
Girls A Chance! 

Educate a Girl. 
Change the 
World. 



Find out why, 
whether it's on native 
reserves in Canada or in 
Third World country 
villages, educating girls 
is the key not only to 
economic growth, better 
health and prosperity but 
our best bet in the battles 
against terrorism and AIDS 
by visiting: 

www.givegirlsdchdnce.org 


Thanks for your part in 
making the world 
a better place by 
educating girls. 
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Criminal Minds 

Once a cop, always a cop. And 
that mind-set might come in 
handy this week. A BAD case 
hits close to home for Morgan 
(Shemar Moore), who was a 
police officer before joining the 
team, when a serial killer specifi¬ 



cally focuses on members of the 
police force in Phoenix, Ariz., in 
“Brothers in Arms.” 10 PM on 


The Santa Clause 

Toy company executive Scott 
Calvin (Tim Allen) makes a 
drastic career change in this 
heartwarming 1994 comedy. 

After killing the real Kriss Kringle 
by mistake, Scott tries on the 
red suit and is transformed into 
Santa, complete with white beard 
and round belly. In addition to 
the traditional duties, this Santa 
must convince his skeptical son 
that he’s the real thing. 8 PM on 
CBC 

Little Spirit: 

Christmas in New York 

Tired of the same old animated 
holiday specials? Here’s some¬ 
thing new, and it’s got Danny 
De\Ato — no, he’s not Scrooge. 
He voices a New York cabby 
who tells the tale of a young 
newcomer to the Big Apple who 
gets separated from his dog. 

He goes looking for her accom¬ 
panied by a magical imp. Little 
Spirit, who introduces him to all 
the interesting people and cul¬ 
tures New York at holiday time 
has to offer. 9 PM on NBC 
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Holloway is going to be a dad 

Lost star Josh Holloway is going to be a daddy. The actor and his wife, Yessica, are 
expecting their first child, due next year, people.com 


Celebrity Buzz 


Friends rely on 
Smith for advice 



and I just don’t 
want to step 
wrongly.” 

METRO 

NEWSSERVICES 


MARRIAGE Actor Will Smith 
is under pressure from his 
famous friends to make his 
marriage to wife Jada Pin- 
kett Smith work because 
they’re constantly coming 
to him for relationship ad¬ 
vice, imdb.com reports. 

The tight-knit couple are 
preparing to celebrate 
their 11th year of mar¬ 
ried life on Dec. 31. But 
Smith’s famous pals 
have “terrified” him 
by marking their 
union as the golden 
standard in Holly¬ 
wood. 

“1 was with 
(rapper) Redman 
the other day (and) 
he said, ‘Man, listen. 
I’ve got this relationship 
that I’m trying to make 
work, but I’m telling 
you, if you and Jada 
don’t work. I’m done,”’ 
Smith tells People.com. 

“That so terrifies me 
that there are people’s 
lives that 1 can affect 
like that just with little 
stuff, not even having 
to do anything big. So 1 
don’t want to break 
that ... 1 might mess 
something up, and that 
sorta keeps me in a place 
where I’m really focused 
and paying attention. 


Knight asks to leave 
hit show, report says 



CAREER Grey’s Anatomy 
star T.R. Knight, who has 
played George O’Malley 
since the show’s debut, has 
asked producers to write 
him off the hit medical 
drama, People.com re¬ 
ports. 

While details of 
his exit have yet to 
be ironed out, a 
source close to the 
situation says it 
seems 
Knight’s 
quest will 
be granted 
and he 
will be re¬ 
leased 
from his 
contract. 

Recent 
reports 
that 
Knight 
has not 
been at¬ 
tending 
table- 
reads for 


likely 


re¬ 


episodes or that he had 
walked off the set and 
cleaned out his dressing 
room are inaccurate, a rep 
for Knight tells People. 

“He has been there every 
day. He was at a table read 
yesterday. He hasn’t said 
goodbye to anyone.” 
The rep had no fur¬ 
ther comment on his 
possible exit. 

So why does Knight 
want to leave? 

Have you seen the 
show lately?” 
says the source. 
Knight has re¬ 
ceived little 
screen time 
this season. 
“It’s time to 
move on,” 
says the 
source. “It 
just feels like 
this is the 
right time to 
' go.” 

ABC had no 
comment. 


upcom¬ 

ing 
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No regrets for 
Kate Hudson 



RELATIONSHIPS It’s been two 
years since she split from 
husband Chris Robinson, 
but Kate Hudson is in no 
hurry to walk back down 
the aisle, People.com 
reports. 

“1 don’t know if I’ll ever 
get married again,” the ac¬ 
tress recently told Extra. “1 
don’t know.... It depends 
on who you end up with.” 

Hudson, who has dated 
actor Owen Wilson and cy¬ 
cling champ Lance 
Armstrong since her 
divorce, also said she has 
no second thoughts about 
mariying the Black 
Crowes frontman 
when she was 
just 21. 

“1 don’t re¬ 
gret a second 
of my 

marriage.... 

Thank 
God for 
Chris,” 
she ex¬ 
plained. 

METRO 
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Smith defends 
Grey’s bosses 



CAREER Actress Brooke 
Smith has defended her 
former TV bosses at Grey’s 
Anatomy, insisting she has 
“no hard feelings” after 
her lesbian character was 
written out of the show, 
imdb.com reports. 

Network bosses an¬ 
nounced Smith would be 
axed from the show last 
month, sparking rumours 
she was written out of the 
series in a bid to end her 
character Dr. Erica 
Hahn’s burgeoning 
homosexual affair. 

Grey’s creator 
Shonda Rhimes re¬ 
futed the reports, 
telling Us Week¬ 
ly, “Brooke Smith 
was obviously 
not fired for play¬ 
ing a lesbian. 

Clearly it’s 
not an issue 
as we have 
a lesbian 
character 
on the 
show — 

Calliope 


Torres (Sara Ramirez). Un¬ 
fortunately, we did not 
find that the magic and 
chemistry with Brooke’s 
character would sustain in 
the long run.” 

Actor Isaiah Washing¬ 
ton, who was let go from 
the show last year, lashed 
out at his former bosses, 
calling their decision to 
cut Smith “disgusting.” 

But Smith has defended 
Rhimes, adding, “It’s an 
end of a chapter. It was a 
good experience. I’d 
played gay charac¬ 
ters before, and 1 
don’t think that’s 
going to end. 
There’s no hard 
feelings. 1 have 
other projects 
now, so it is 
what it is.” 

METRO 
NEWS 
SERVICES 


I weigh 200: Winfrey 



HEALTH In the January’s O 
magazine, Oprah Winfrey 
confesses that she now 
weighs 200 pounds and 
has “fallen off the wagon,” 
usmagazine.com reports. 

“I’m mad at myselfr 
writes Winfrey. “I’m 
embarrassed. 1 
can’t believe that 
after all these 
years, all the 
things 1 
how to do. I’m 
still talking 
about 
weight. 1 
at my thinner 
self and think, 

‘How did 1 let 
this happen 
again?”’ 

In the arti¬ 
cle. 


says she has struggled with 
an out-of-balance thyroid 
and the condition made 
her develop “a fear of 
working out.” 

She confessed that she’s 
on 40 pounds 
since she weighed 
160 pounds in 2006. 
“Yes, you’re 
adding correctly; 
that means the 
dreaded 2-0-0,” 
says. “1 
was so frustrat¬ 
ed 1 started 
eating what¬ 
ever 1 want¬ 
ed — and 
that’s nev¬ 
er good.” 

METRO 
NEWS 
SERVICES 


Lohan to write of split 



PEOPLE Lindsay Lohan is 
begging the paparazzi to 
stop asking her if she’s 
split from girlfriend 
Samantha Ronson, as¬ 
suring fans she’d 
write the news on 
her blog if they ever 
broke up, imdb.com 
reports. 

Rumours 
have swirled 
about the cou¬ 
ple’s relation¬ 
ship status 
since they be¬ 
gan dating ear¬ 


lier this year. 

They have repeatedly de¬ 
nied splitting, and Lohan 
has once again taken 
to her MySpace.com 
blog to “prove all the 
liars wrong” — less 
than a week after 
slamming previous 
break-up reports. 
(The paparazzi) 
should just stop 
asking alto¬ 
gether,” Lohan 
wrote. 

METRO 
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Twain may be 
dating again 



RELATIONSHIPS Singer Sha- 
nia Twain has sparked re¬ 
ports she’s dating the hus¬ 
band of the woman her ex 
is alleged to have had an 
affair with after the mys¬ 
tery man was spotted 
escorting Twain around 
New York recently, female- 
first.co.uk reports. 

Twain split from her 
husband Robert (Mutt) 
Lang in May, following his 
revelation that 
he was 
romancing 
the couple’s 
sec- 
Marie- 

Thiebaud, 
who was the 
of 

their Swiss 
estate. 


NEWS 


SERVICES 


Jolie spends 
less on Pitt 


PEOPLE It appears even 
stars are affected by the re¬ 
cession. 

In Touch has learned 
that Angelina Jolie’s 45th 
birthday present to Brad 
Pitt will be another motor¬ 
cycle. But this year’s base 
price on the new Ducati is 
$12,000 US — much less 
compared to last year’s 
gift that cost a reported 
$ 100 , 000 . 



Still, Jolie knows what 
Pitt likes, intouch- 
weekly.com 
reports. 

“She’s getting 
him the new 
Ducati 

Monster llOOS 
titanium,” an 
insider tells In 
Touch. 


METRO NEWS 


SERVICES 


Anderson outfit 
shocks crowd 



PEOPLE Pamela Anderson 
stunned onlookers when 
she arrived at a prestigious 
art fair wearing just a T- 
shirt and underwear, 
femalefirst.co.uk reports. 

The actress seemed un¬ 
aware of the controversy 
she was causing 
at the Art Basel 
Miami Beach 
, and later 
for 

ing 
paint- 
with 
butt in 
the air. 


METRO NEWS 
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1 ,L Anytime, Anywhere, Anyhow 


For more delicious Metro recipes, visit: metronews.ca/food 

Take Five 




Sudoku 


HOW TO PLAY: Digits 1 through 9 will appear once in each 
zone - one zone is an outlined 3x3 grid within the larger 
puzzle grid. There are nine zones in the puzzle. 
Do not enter a digit into a box if it already appears 
elsewhere in the same zone, row across or column down 
the entire puzzle. 
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Crossword across 

1 Malaria symptom 

35 Literary sleuth Wolfe 

5 Bowl-shaped utensil 

36 After-dinner speech? 

8 Vaulted alcove 

38 Runic letter (Var.) 

12 Lion’s share 

40 Liotta or Romano 

13 Previous to 

41 Burden 

14 Litigant 

43 Bud’s partner 

15 Outdoor vendor’s wagon 

45 Baffle 

17 Scheme 

47 PC variety 

18 Walk leisurely 

51 Winged 

19 1-Across component 

52 Bulletin board 

21 Perch 

accessories 

22 Medal earner 

54 Crooned 

23 Chart 

55 Indivisible 

26 Advanced deg. 

56 Ostriches’ kin 

28 Windsor’s merry ones 

57 Otherwise 

31 Piece of work 

58 Youngster 

33 Evergreen type 

59 Leftovers 


Crossword down 

1 Roadie’s burden, in part 

27 Morning moisture 

2 Toe woe 

29 Historic period 

3 “Back in the —” 

30 Sauce source 

4 Group character 

32 Cause of great pain 

5 Rich 

34 Established firmly 

6 Bobby of hockey 

37 Owns 

7 Sailing vessel 

39 Ham’s dad 

8 Headache remedy 

42 Station 

9 Sweater type 

44 Top 

10 Signet 

45 Contemptible 

11 Sea flock 

46 Hebrew month 

16 Office holder? 

48 Opportunity 

20 Chop 

49 Responsibility 

23 Unruly bunch 

50 “Hey!” 

24 Mimic 

53 Popular card game 

25 Sleeper cars 



PREVIOUS DArS CROSSWORD AND SUDOKU ANSWERS: 


Find today's answers + play more games at metronews.ca 


SUDOKU SOLVE TIME: 17-21 min.Smart 

Under 13 min.Genius 21-25 min.Not bad 

13-17 min.Scholar 25+ min.Keep practising 
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Chicken with Peas and 
Cilantro 

INGREDIENTS: 

3/4 cup (175 mL) canned 

crushed tomatoes 

1/2 cup (125 mL) coconut milk 

1/2 cup (125 mL) chopped 

cilantro 

2 tbsp (25 mL) fresh lime juice 

2 tbsp (25 mL) soy sauce 

1 tbsp (15 mL) light brown sug¬ 
ar 

3 scallions, thinly sliced 
3 cloves garlic, minced 

1 tbsp (15 mL) minced fresh 
ginger 

itsp (5 mL) salt 
1 whole chicken (about 3 1/2 
lbs /2 kg), cut into 
8 serving pieces, skin removed 
1 cup (250 mL) rice 
1 package (10 oz/285 g) frozen 
peas 

METHOD: 

1. Preheat oven to 350°F 
(i8o°C). In Dutch oven, 
combine tomatoes, coconut 
milk, 1/4 cup (50 mL) of 
cilantro, the lime juice, soy 
sauce, brown sugar, scallions, 
garlic, ginger and 1/2 tsp (2 


mL) of salt. 

2. Add chicken to Dutch oven, 
turning to coat. Bring mixture 
to a boil over medium heat. 
Cover, place in oven, and bake 
for 40 minutes or until chick¬ 
en is cooked through. 

3. Meanwhile, in medium cov¬ 
ered saucepan, bring 21/4 
cups (550 mL) water to a boil. 
Add rice and remaining 1/2 tsp 
(2 mL) salt. Reduce heat to a 
simmer, cover, and cook 17 
minutes or until rice is tender. 

4. Stir peas into Dutch oven 
and cook 5 minutes or until 
heated through. Stir in remain¬ 
ing 1/4 cup (50 mL) cilantro. 
Serve sauce and chicken over 
rice. 

SERVES 4 



Horoscopes 


AVATAR VENUS 


ARIES 

MARCH 21-APRIL20 

Disbelief grows after a heated 
exchange. Something in the 
news will result in health bene¬ 
fits. Prepare to get up early to¬ 
morrow. 



TAURUS 
APRIL 21-MAY 21 


© 


Use a headache to avoid a 
meeting. A document causes 
hope to rise up. Share a friend’s 
displeasure with a troublemak¬ 
er. 


© 


GEMINI 

MAY22-JUNE 21 

Preoccupy yourself with 
thriller. You’ll wonder if you’re 
under observation. A stranger 
needs better medication. 


CANCER 

JUNE22-JULY22 



A family gathering will come 
up soon. Keep your eye on a 
close friend. Be prepared to 
come to the aid of a depressed 
person. 


LEO 

JULY23-AUG 23 


Don’t lose out in life by l3dng. 
Rational people want help with 
a decision. Don’t feel guilty for 
having an outrageous argu¬ 
ment. 


VIRGO 

AUG 24-SEPT 22 


Family problems will reveal a 
desperate wish. Be wise enough 
to stop when given a warning. 
Things will be changed before 
an announcement is made. 


LIBRA ^ 

SEPT23-OCT23 

A major life change is in the 
works. Prepare for a zany en¬ 
counter. Be on your toes if 
scoundrels are around. 


SCORPIO ^ 

OCT 24-NOV 22 

A hair-raising adventure takes 
place. An insulted man makes 
too much of a bad thing. You 
are subjected to the whims of 
fate. 


© 


SAGITTARIUS 
NOV 23-DEC 21 

Take a careful look at a woman 
in red. Expect a phone call 
from a funny stranger. Kind¬ 
ness and compassion will cause 
a delay. 


CAPRICORN ^ 

DEC 22-JAN 20 

A minor crisis will be very 
amusing to bystanders. Don’t 
hold your breath waiting for a 
reward. A surprise provides a 
trivial challenge. 


AQUARIUS 

JAN 21-FEB 18 

Don’t flinch when something 
wonderful happens. A dear 
friend is awaiting a divine 
event. People will talk about 
the good old days. 


PISCES 

FEB 19-MARCH 20 

Maintain your sense of humour 
at all times. Unreahstic expec¬ 
tations will instigate a change. 
Difficult decisions will have to 
be made. 


TELL METRO READERS 

WHAT YOU THINK 

Whether you agree or disagree about anything 
you've read in Metro, we want to know. 

Send us your views and pick up Metro daily 
to find out what other Metro readers are saying. 


Sale on Dec. ISt" - Dec. 20 k 



OfflaDD ^ 

ODDgQQXBCl 



offlaDD 

ODDgQadCl 


#BUGK&l 

DECKER 


a\DEL.TA* 

MACHINERY 

PORTER^CHBIE* 


Email your letters to 

haUfaxletters@ metronews.ca 


metr^ 


I 'RV/il h i I PORTER^CflBLE | AdELTA 

■1 I r I B MACHINERY 

-- 


453-5090 

BURNSIDE INDUSTRIAL PARK. 
100ILSLEY AVENUE 


WORDY GURDYet TRICKY RICKY KANE 

1. Medically mend a moray (1) 

1 p^r oi words (like rAi CAi 

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 and DOUBLE TROUBLE), and 

2. Schleps stoppers for sinks (1) they will fit in the letter^ 

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 squares. The number after the 

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 definition tells vou how manv 

3. Street-smart tot tender (2) ^llables in each word, 

1 1 1 1 1 ■ 1 1 1 1 1 . 

4. Party provider’s pomposities (1) 

1 1 1 1 1 ■ 1 1 1 1 1 

5. Baseball Babe’s trail-tracklnsf tecs (1) 

1 1 1 1 1 ■ 1 M 1 1 1 1 

6. Sprays soap off of a sovereign’s sons (2) 

1 r T 1 1 ■ 1 Ti MM 

7. Finally finishing forming folds in fabrics (2) 

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 ■ 1 1 1 1 M 1 1 

ONisvaHo OMisvaa ’l saaNiHd sasNra 9 sHxnaas SHJ,na e 
sxsvoa sxsoH anenvm annvo *e somd som *5 aaa avan i 

12-10-08 SHaittSNV 


Do it daily. 
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2008 GRAND 
CARAVAN 

Full STOW N GO, Pwr Window Group, P 
Seat, Pw, Pdl, Zone Climate Control, A/C, 
Cruise Tilt, Low Kms 



Was $32, 


New! 



2008 LIBERTY 

North Edition, 4x4, Pw, Pdl, P Seat, 
Fog Lights, Alloys, Sunroof, Trail 
Rated, A/C, Cruise, Tilt, 3.71 V6 



Was $31,965 New! 



2008 GRAND 
CHEROKEE 

Laredo, Pw, Pdl, P Seat, 4x4, 
Information Centre, Cruise, Tilt, 
A/C, Alloys 



Was $42,077 New! 



2008 SEBRING 

Touring, Leather, Sunroof, Alloys, Pw, 
Pdl, P Seat, Cruise, Tilt, Low Kms, 
A/C, 2.71, Flex Fuel V6 


nvrr 

Was $29,687 New! 


ti 



2008 AVENGER 

^ Sxt, Sunroof, Spoiler, 18” Alloys, Fog 

lights. My Gig Infotainment, 2.7I Flex fuel 
V6, P Seat, Pw, Pdl, A/C, Cruise, Tilt 


Was $24,438 New! 




Plus 


Purchase one of these vehicles at the low price of $18,777 
before Dec. 24th and then choose one of the following gifts... 


* Price Plus Tax And Fees. ** See Dealer For Details. 

TaoRnmnH 

^ CHRYSLER JEEP DODGE 

to- Save! 



% 


























































